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Grainger Town: The Challenge/or the Region 

60% of the building stock in Grainger Town is listed and 20.1 % has grade I status, compared 
with the national average of 2.5%. Grainger Town's importance is already recognised in its 
Conservation Area status; in the Conservation Area Partnership established by English 
Heritage and the City Council, and in the policies of the draft City of Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Unitary Development Plan. 

Symptoms of Decline 

Despite its architectural quality, Grainger Town has been overtaken by new forms of retail 
and commercial activity and has suffered from a declining residential population. Grainger 
Town's economic base has been eroded and the urban fabric of the area, though still 
remarkably intact, is deteriorating alarmingly. As a result Grainger Town exhibits many of 
the classic symptoms of decline of historic urban quarters including: 

• vacant floorspace, particularly in upper floors

•

• 

rapid turnover of occupiers and widespread hope value amongst property owners

traffic congestion & limited parking 

a very poor environment and low standard of public realm 

• lack of developer, investor and occupier confidence

City Council estimates suggest that up to I million square feet of vacant floorspace is present 
in Grainger Town. 

An Integrated Regeneration Strategy 

Newcastle City Council, English Partnerships and English Heritage have led the regeneration 
activities of the public sector in Grainger Town. The focus on the conservation of the area 
has been vital to ensure that its character is not eroded still further. The partners firmly 
believe that further decay and neglect of Grainger Town cannot be contemplated. 

The partnership recognises that successful and sustainable regeneration in Grainger Town 
must link the physical regeneration of the area to a robust and effective strategy for 
economic development. The current focus is on place, rather than Grainger Town's economy 

or its people, and this emphasis needs to change. 

It is impossible to turn the clo9k back or recreate the conditions in which Grainger Town, 
flourished originally. To attempt to do so would be sentimental and self-defeating. Far from 
being a unified economic unit, Grainger Town plays - and will continue to fulfil - a wide 
range of economic roles. 

The partners believe that the regeneration of Grainger Town must build on the multi
functional nature of the area and develop its role in the context of the changing locational 
geography of the city. 
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