










50 The JLowry Centre - Visual Arts 

As a centre fully integrating the visual 
and performing arts, Lord Cultural 
Resources have recommended that the 

visual arts should be a lively component 
of the Lowry Centre, generating activities for 
all ages of visitor, all through the day and 
seven days a week. The Lowry Galleries 
would be of national and international 
significance and include the L.S. Lowry 
Galleries, the Children's Gallery and space for 
touring exhibitions. 

Tbe Lowry Galleries 

L.S. Lowry is one of the U.K.'s
most popular and important 
painters. He is closely associated 
with Salford and the City's collection 
of some 350 works is the largest and 
most representative collection of his 
work. This outstanding collection 

would be featured in the new Lowry 
Galleries. The galleries would require 
2000 sq. m. including supporting facilities. 

The Story of LS. Lowry would provide 
an introduction to the artist, his life and his 
work. 

The Masterworks Gallery would display 
major works from Salford's collection such 
as 'Coming from the Mill', which was 
purchased by the City Council from the 
artist in 1941. 
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Changing exhibitions would feature 
different themes on Lowry throughout the 
year, such as "Lowry and the Industrial 
Landscape", "Lowry as a Portrait Painter" 
and "Lowry and his Contemporaries". 

The Lowry Study Centre would be 
available to researchers and the general 
public to study his drawings and would 
provide archival services, books, films, 
videos and tapes on the artist and his 
contemporaries. Changing exhibits from 
the City Council's extensive collection of 
Lowry drawings would also be displayed in 

the Study Centre. 

Exhibition Galle1y 

A mid-size changing exhibition gallery 

would allow for the presentation of the 
work of local artists and craftspeople as 

well as touring exhibitions from regional, 
national and international museums and 
galleries. The Lowry Centre would 
encourage complementary programming of 

theatre performance and associated art, 
scenery and costume design linked to 
literature and film, for example - the ballet 
"A Simple Man". This was commissioned 
by the City Council to mark the centenary 
of Lowry's birth and encompasses 
community art, dance and design as well as 
being an award winning television 

production. 
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Children's Gallery 

A unique and innovative Children's Hands
on Gallery of 1000 sq. m. would provide an 
educational, enjoyable and fun experience 
for the young people of the region. It 
would respond to the need for improved 
arts education. Greater Manchester has 
both the highest proportion of children 
under 5 and under the age of 16 in 
England. 

It would be for learning as well as fun. The 
work of L.S. Lowry gives numerous 
opportunities for learning such as history, 
art and design, local studies and 
environmental geography. It would 
provide an ideal setting for cross-curricular 
activities required by the National 
Curriculum. 
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It would be a place where children and 
parents could have fun exploring the arts. 
Instead of the traditional "don't touch" 
signs and hushed whispers, visitors would 
be invited to touch exhibits, laugh out 
loud, try their hand at making art and 
framing it and walk into a Lowry 
streetscape through the magic of "virtual 
reality". 

The Gallery would be organised as a 

featuring a child-sized version of the 

temporary exhibitions in the Centre's 

exhibition gallery. 

Shops and Cafe 

A retail shop near the lobby would be 
convenient to all centre visitors and 
accessible to outside passers-by. It would · 
feature gift and book items related to the 
performing arts, visual arts and children. It 
would carry a complete line of prints of 
Lowry and associated artists' work, related 
products, together with an area for sale of 
works by regional artists, crafts people, 
writers and musicians. 

A cafe would be located within the Lowry 
Centre convenient for visitors to the 
galleries and theatres. 












