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First New Homes Built In 
Walker Riverside



The first new houses on the
Cambrian estate in Walker
Riverside have been completed
with a number of local residents
moving into their new homes.

All of the residents moving to the
new properties have had a big 
say in their new home. Not only
have they chosen the plot for their
new home, they were also able 
to choose what house type they
wanted, taking into account 
their needs.

The new homes range in size from
two bedroom bungalows to four
bedroom houses. They meet
Lifetime Homes standards –
meaning that they will be able 
to be adapted easily as residents’
housing needs change. They have
also been built to high
environmental standards, meaning
they will be more energy-efficient.

The completion of this first phase
of 29 new homes is just the
beginning for Walker Riverside 
and work is set to start on the next
phase of 27 new homes on the
estate this spring. Eventually
around 2000 new properties will 
be built in Walker Riverside as well
as other facilities such as shops.

These are the first homes that have
been built as part of the Bridging
NewcastleGateshead programme.
The work is being carried out by 
a partnership of Newcastle City
Council, BNG, Places for People,
NomadE5, housebuilder Bellway
and the Housing Corporation.

Raymond Bennett has lived on the
Cambrian estate for 25 years and
has now moved into his new home.
He said: "I love Walker and have
been part of the community for
most of my life. I was able to

Newcastle
Private Rented
Sector team
doubles in size
The Newcastle Private Rented
Project has more than doubled in
size as it extends its area of work to
cover the whole of Newcastle.

Previously working only in the 
West End, the project is now
working to reduce the number 
of empty properties, improve the
quality of accommodation and
reduce crime and anti-social
behaviour in private rented
accommodation, across the city.

Now working with around 100
landlords a month, the project has
appointed five new team members.

Joining the team as a Project
Officer, alongside Emma Knowles
and Sarah Haswell is Kobir Ahmed.
Ian Teasdale, Kate Born and Carly
Doherty join as Project Assistants
and the project's former Admin
Assistant, Pat Boyd, moves 
to become a Project Assistant.
Andrea Hughes is the team's 
new Admin Assistant. 

Claire McMullen, Project Manager
said: "These new appointments 
will allow us to work with even
more landlords and tenants,
improving standards in the private
rented sector across Newcastle.”

The project is supported by BNG
and is a partnership between private
landlords, Newcastle City Council,
Home Group and NomadE5.

In 2002, a plan for regenerating
Sunderland Road was approved.
This plan set out how BNG and
Gateshead Council would tackle
unpopular and abandoned 
housing in an area from Fox Street
in the East to Tennyson Court in
the West. Last year, a review of 
the plan was carried out and
extensive consultation took place.
Local residents gave their 
views at consultation events,
community walkabouts or by
completing a survey.

As a result of this review, the 
plan for Sunderland Road has now
been amended and approved by
Gateshead Council. Under the
updated plan, a further 69
properties will benefit from
improvements including stone
painting, new rainwater pipes 
and new railings.

First new homes built
in Walker Riverside

choose many of my finishes so my
new home is just the way I like it."

BNG's Director Anne Mulroy
commented: "We are working 
to create great places to live 
and seeing the first phase 
of new homes on the Cambrian 
is so pleasing as it means 
we are getting closer to 
achieving our vision."

This is because the plan
recognises that where
improvements have already
been carried out, they 
have improved the visual
appearance and confidence 
in the area.

Carrying out further
improvements to properties 
in Howard Street and those 
that front onto Sunderland Road 
- a busy transport route will
further enhance the appearance 
and sustainability of the area as 
a place to live.

More than £1 million will be 
invested in the area, with 
£600,000 of the funding 
coming from BNG.

For further information, or a 
copy of the plan, contact Anna
Tankerville on 0191 433 3967.

Plan for Sunderland
Road approved
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Resident Raymond Bennett with 
Anne Mulroy and Graham Whitehead
from BNG.

The Newcastle Private Rented 
Project team



Newcastle
East End 
• Work is anticipated to
start on 27 new homes
as part of the second
phase of construction on
the Cambrian estate in
Walker Riverside. There
will be 16 homes for sale
and 11 for rent. A mixture
of 2-3 bedroom bungalows
and 3-4 bedroom houses
will be built. Work is due 
for completion in early
2008. These properties will
be prioritised for residents
relocating on the Cambrian
with remaining properties
then made available through 
Your Choice Homes.

• Work has now started 
on 4 bungalows to rent and 
3 4-bed homes for shared
ownership on the former 
Baths site. The properties 
will be available when
completed through 
Your Choice Homes.

• In spring 2007, there will be 
a month of resident consultation
events in the heart of Walker,
which stretches from the north
side of Walker Road and includes
the area leading up to the Lightfoot
Centre. Residents will be asked 
to give their views on what local

occupiers, refurbishment 
of the shopping centre and 
building of new low-rise housing. 
The remaining blocks will be
refurbished by YHN under the
Decent Homes programme.

• EDAW has been chosen as 
the preferred masterplanners for the
former brewery site, which will form
the hub of Science City.

The City Council acquired 5.2 acres
of the site in a £10 million deal
funded by Bridging
NewcastleGateshead to ensure that
family housing is provided in this key
location that will better link Elswick
to the City Centre.

Newcastle West End
• The second North Benwell
Junior Street Wardens scheme
was launched in November with 
Year 6 pupils from Canning 
Street Primary School joining 
the scheme. 

The aim of the scheme, which 
is run by the North Benwell
Neighbourhood Management
Initiative, is to involve young
people in their community and to
teach them good citizenship skills. 

The junior wardens have been on
patrol with the neighbourhood
wardens to learn all about their role
and how they overcome challenges
such as graffiti and flytipping.

They have also learnt more about
recycling and why it is important.
The junior wardens scheme has
been given funding by Bridging
NewcastleGateshead as part of
our overall regeneration strategy.

• The West End Regeneration
Team - who work on the Area
Action Plan for Scotswood Benwell,
the Scotswood Expo,
development
projects in
Elswick and
The Scotswood
and West
Benwell

Neighbourhood Management
Initiative - have moved into new
offices in the West NEWcastle
Regeneration Centre which is the
Old Scotswood Library. The
fourteen- strong team will 
be working in the local community
to oversee the exciting plans 
for the area.

• A partnership of Newcastle City
Council, BNG, Newcastle New Deal
for Communities and Your Homes
Newcastle (YHN) is looking for a

partner to help carry out the
regeneration of Cruddas Park.
The work will include
refurbishment of some blocks
of flats for sale to owner

Gateshead
• Hayley Harle has
been appointed as
the Estate
Regeneration Officer
for the Brandling
estate in Felling.
Hayley works with
residents on the
estate, helping them to move into
new properties and supporting the
area through the clearance and
redevelopment process.

• Within the BNG area in Felling,
Gateshead Council and Live Smart
@ Home are working together to
build around 90 Scandinavian-style
timber-framed houses and flats. 
The design has been pioneered 
by Swedish construction company
Skanska in partnership with Ikea.
The homes will be available at an
affordable price and the first flats 
will go on sale at Gateshead’s Ikea
store in autumn 2007.

• A landlord whose property has
benefited from external improvements
as part of the Howard Street Block
Improvement Scheme, is set to
invest his own money to bring 
the property up to an Accredited
Standard. Tony Gladstone joined 
the Gateshead Private Landlords
Association (GPLA) in April 2006 
and recently bought a property in
Howard Street. Following the
external improvements, carried out
to improve the visual appearance of
properties in the area, Mr Gladstone
is investing in refurbishing the inside
the property.  As a member of the
GPLA, Mr Gladstone will then get
help from Gateshead Councils
Private Rented Sector Team to
advertise the property for rent, vet
potential tenants, and produce a
tenancy agreement.

To find out more about the services
available to landlords in Newcastle
and Gateshead contact: Newcastle
Private Rented Project 0191 273
6103 and Gateshead Private Rented
Sector Team 0191 433 6699.

NewcastleGateshead…
Work In Progress

Newcastle North
Central
• Lambert Smith Hampton,
property and regeneration
experts, have been chosen 
to develop an overarching plan
for regenerating the North
Central area. They will be
responsible for coming up with
recommendations for improving
the area.

• The former Blakelaw Bunker
has been turned into a small local
park and the front of Brockwell
House now has a small, very
popular seating area.

services such as shops, houses,
schools, cafes, health and
business facilities they would like
to see in this area. Please get
involved.

• Letts Wheeler, the architects
chosen to carry out the 
Byker Design Project, are
working with a small design
group consisting entirely 
of residents living in the area. 
The group is finalising the details
of the preferred design option for
St Lawrence Square.

The West End Regeneration Team at their new offices in the West NEWcastle 
Regeneration Centre

Pupils from Canning Street Primary
School take part in the Junior Street
Wardens launch

Visualisation of the new homes to be
built on the former Baths site. 
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INFOCUS
Scotswood Benwell Area
Action Plan
We are working in partnership with
Newcastle City Council and local
residents to come up with a plan
that will transform Scotswood 
and Benwell for the better.

Throughout 2006, there has been
extensive consultation with the
community and organisations working
in Scotswood Benwell to find out
what improvements people want to
see in the area. The community was
presented with four options for 
the area and eventually selected 
an option known as ‘Transformation’.

Through this option, by 2021:

• 2000 new homes will be built
including 500 new homes as
part of the Scotswood
Expo. This is an
exhibition 

of different home types which
will attract visitors from other
parts of the UK and abroad.

• There will be improved green
spaces/parkland and new
shopping facilities

• Improvements to transport

• Around 4000 new people will 
be attracted to the area between
2004 and 2021.

Between November 2006 and the
end of January 2007, the community
will be consulted on the preferred
option to finalise the details of the
plan. Following this, the plan will be
finalised and will be sent to the
Government for its approval. Any
Government recommendations
will be added into the
plan and,

subject to their approval, the Area
Action Plan will be formally adopted
by the Council in 2008.

Rob Moore who leads the team
working on the Area Action Plan
said: “This is an exciting opportunity
to improve Scotswood Benwell for
the better, bringing better housing,
facilities, transport and schools. 
We want existing residents to feel
more satisfied with their community
and we want new residents to move
in to the area.”

To find out more about the 
Area Action Plan, visit
www.westnewcastle.com 

We are committed to carrying 
out research so that we can fully
understand the local housing
market and the housing needs 
and choices of local residents.  
We also carry out evaluations to
see how we and others do things 
and how we can do things better
e.g. engage residents, manage
neighbourhoods.

We have been carrying out a study
looking at the housing needs and
choices of the local student and
graduate population.  We have
found that whilst there are lots 
of students moving into
NewcastleGateshead, once
students graduate, they tend 
to leave the area to find work 
or return to their ‘home town’.
However, more graduates who
were already from the North East
and studied in Newcastle, stay
here and we would like them to
consider living in the BNG area.

The next stage of this research 
will look in more detail at the
housing aspirations of graduates
so we can try to provide homes
that meet their needs in our area.

We have also been working with
the Newcastle Private Rented
Project, the Gateshead 
Private Rented Sector Team 
and North Tyneside Council 
to carry out a study of private
landlords’ perceptions.

The results will help us to decide
where to target support to help
landlords manage their properties
better as well as telling us their
intentions for future investment in
properties.

The report for this study is now
complete and a summary will 
soon be available to download
from our website. 

Thank you to everyone who took
part in our community engagement
evaluation last summer, either by
completing a survey or going along
to a focus group. The aim of the
evaluation was to find out how 
well we engage and communicate
with residents.

Based on this information, we are
now working on a new strategy
for engaging with residents.

We found out:
• Resident feedback at

consultation events has
had a big impact on our
programme of work

• A wide array of
consultation opportunities
have been provided

• We have built good
relationships with
stakeholder organisations
working in the BNG area

• Most residents have
some understanding of
BNG.

Areas for us to
work on are:
• Making sure we feed

back findings of
consultation to the
community

• Looking for more
opportunities to engage
with residents who are
not currently taking part
in consultation

• Organising consultation
events in partnership with
other organisations
working in the BNG area.

Research: getting to know your
housing needs and choices
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If you need a large print or audio version of this 
magazine, please call us on 0191 277 2666

If you need help with translation, please call 0191 277 2666.

Win! Win! Win!
Want to win £100 in vouchers for
the Metro Centre or Eldon Square?

Thank you to everyone who
entered the competition in the 
last issue of Great Places. Many 
of you wrote in to tell us what you
think would most improve your
neighbourhood and you gave us
some very interesting suggestions.

In this edition’s competition, we are
giving away another £100 worth of
vouchers for Eldon Square or the
Metro Centre and this time we
want you to answer this question
that is based on one of the stories
in this edition of Great Places:

Where is the West End
Regeneration Team 
now based?

Send your entries Freepost to:

Michelle Playford
FREEPOST 
RLSH-RXJZ-JRSA
Bridging NewcastleGateshead 
1st Floor,
Central Exchange Buildings,
128 Grainger Street
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 5AF 

Or email:
michelle.playford@bridgingng.org.uk

All entries must be received by
Friday 2nd March 2007.

Gateshead
Tenant &
Resident
Development
Project
The Gateshead Tenant &
Resident Development Project is
working to develop ways to help
residents and tenants express
their views on what housing they
want and need.

It now wants to hear from any
Gateshead residents who would 
like to get involved in the project.

Contact Julie or Kim on:
0191 478 4103 

or write to:

Gateshead Voluntary 
Organisations Council, 
Freepost NEA3819,
John Haswell House, 
8/9 Gladstone Terrace,
Gateshead
NE8 1BR 

Get in touch
Want to find out more about
Bridging NewcastleGateshead 
and our work?

You can visit our website at
www.bridgingng.org.uk

On the site, you will find latest
news and publications as well as
an area by area breakdown of
ongoing work.

Alternatively you can call us on:
0191 277 2666 

or email
info@bridgingng.org.uk


