
Newcastle: Benwell & Scotswood | Elswick | Kenton | Byker | Walker | Walkergate | Fenham | Wingrove
Westgate | Blakelaw | Fawdon | South Heaton 

Gateshead: Bridges | Deckham | Dunston & Teams | Felling | Lobley Hill & Bensham | Saltwell
Pelaw & Heworth | Windy Nook & Whitehills | High Fell

Refurbishment 
completed on 
King James Street



We have awarded over £23 million
to projects which improve housing
quality and choice in parts of
NewcastleGateshead. All of the
projects support our vision 
of creating great places to live.

• Over £7.5 million has been
allocated for work in Scotswood
Benwell, including around 
£2.5 million for improvements 
to homes in Axwell Park View,
Scotswood Village and 
Bishops Road.

• £5 million for Walker Riverside
will include £1.2 million spent 
on improvements such as new
windows and roof repairs to
homes in Sandy Crescent.

• Nearly £3.5 million for Bensham
& Saltwell will be used to develop
sites for new sustainable homes
as well as neighbourhood
improvements such as external
facelift works.

• Almost £2 million to be spent in
Teams, and the Sunderland Road
area of Gateshead will benefit
from over £1 million of investment
in property improvements.

• Other areas awarded funding 
are Elswick and the Discovery
Quarter, allocated over £1.5
million for improvements to
properties; over £1⁄2 million for
Byker and over £1⁄4 million for
work in Hillsview Avenue, North
Newcastle.

• Finally, nearly £2.5 million 
has been awarded for the
provision of services  such for
relocation support to help
communities throughout the
ongoing work, improve the private
rented sector and support
residents who are relocating.

Anne Mulroy, Director of Bridging
NewcastleGateshead said: “We 
are very pleased to support this
work, which will enable us to work 
towards our vision of creating great
places to live. People are going 
to be able to see the quality 
and choice of housing on 
offer in the area changing 
for the better”.

Our vision 
for the future
By 2018, parts of
NewcastleGateshead which have
seen falling numbers of residents
over the last 20 years, will be

revitalised with a greater choice 
of quality homes to rent and
buy encouraging people to
stay here and bringing new
residents into communities.

This is our vision for the future
which is outlined in our recently
published Corporate Strategy 
& Business Plan.  The publication
highlights what we plan to have
achieved between when we
started work in 2003 and the end
of the programme in 2018. Our
achievements by 2018 will include:

• Raised confidence in the area so
that house builders are confident
to build 12,000 sustainable new
homes across the BNG area.

• More than 11,000 homes 
will have benefited from
improvements. 

• BNG residents’ happiness with
their local neighbourhood will
have increased.

Well-known neighbourhoods will 
be transformed for the better:

• The West End will be popular
again with people from different
backgrounds enjoying views over
the River Tyne from their homes.

• Walker Riverside will attract new
residents thanks to the increased
choice of housing, with over
2,000 new homes built.

• The heritage of Bensham and
Saltwell and Byker will have
been improved, and the artists
quarter in Ouseburn expanded.

• In Teams, a neighbourhood 
of housing and commercial
property will link the waterfront
and Teams.

Anne Mulroy, BNG’s Director said:
“This plan sets out what we will
have achieved between 2003 and
2018. These are exciting times 
for the BNG area as we are now
starting to see real improvements
to housing choice and quality
which are benefiting communities.”

For a copy of the Corporate
Strategy & Business Plan, 
visit www.bridgingng.org.uk or 
email info@bridgingng.org.uk

BNG issues report 
to the Government
Bridging NewcastleGateshead,
together with the other eight 
housing market renewal
pathfinders, has issued a report to
the Government which highlights
what we have achieved since we
were set up in 2003.

The report, called Transition to
Transformation, outlines the way
forward for housing market renewal
and calls on the Government 
to continue to provide the same 
level of funding support to us 
and other pathfinders. The report
also asks for longer term funding
commitments – at present we
receive funding every two years 
but we would like funding awarded
for larger amounts of time.

Jim Coulter, Chair of BNG said: 
“We are already bringing positive
change to communities such 
as North Benwell and Walker 
Riverside in Newcastle and 
Teams in Gateshead.

“But there is still a big job ahead 
of us and that is why we are calling
on the Government to demonstrate
it’s long-term, commitment to
housing market renewal and the
work we are delivering in
NewcastleGateshead.”

BNG continues to support
improvements in your area

Gateshead’s Private Rented Sector 
Team is supported by BNG

£5 million has been awarded 
to Walker Riverside
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Opposite
Foreground: Anne Mulroy with
the Transition to Transformation
report. 
Back row (left to right): Michael
Long, Managing Director of
Lancing Homes; Jim Coulter,
Chair of BNG; Councillor Mick
Henry, Leader of Gateshead
Council and David Clelland MP.
Front Row: Gateshead
residents Tommy Nicholson
and Linda and Michael Gill 
with their grandson. 
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Gateshead
Phase one of the improvements 
in Bensham & Saltwell has been
announced. The scheme is open 
to properties needing repairs or
improvements in specific areas (see
plan below). Homeowners are being
offered support to identify which
works, such as new roofs, windows
and doors, their properties need
and can receive funding of 50% 
of the cost of the improvements.

Privately rented properties are not
eligible for financial help as part of
this scheme but can benefit from 
a variety of services. Residents 

can contact the Home Improvement
Team on 0191 433 3000 to 
find out more.

Gateshead Council has carried 
out consultation amongst residents 
and businesses in an area where
redevelopment is being considered
in Dunston Riverside. The
consultation exercise asked
peoples’ views on housing for 
the area and the findings were
approved by Gateshead Council’s
Cabinet on 19th September. The
main finding of the consultation 
is that the majority of people who
responded are in favour of new
housing in principle.

Newcastle East
Planning permission has been
given to build 107 new homes 
on the site of McCutcheon Court. 
A range of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom
houses and 2 bedroom apartments
will be built for sale, rent and low
cost home ownership with great
views across the River Tyne. All of
the units in the scheme are being
developed by Places for People.

In July 2006, Newcastle City
Council declared St Lawrence
Square in Byker as a
Neighbourhood Development Area
meaning that new, sustainable
homes will be built on the site after

clearing the existing properties.
The Relocation Team are now
working with residents to inform
them of the relocation packages
available, and to find out what their
choices are for relocating.

Anyone with any questions about
relocating can contact the
relocation team on 0800 0910394.
For general queries about the
project contact Claire O’Shea on
0191 275 5600. Over the coming
months, the architects Letts
Wheeler will work on developing a
scheme for St Lawrence which will
take into account residents’ views.

Newcastle North
Newcastle City Council is looking
for a housebuilder to build up 
to 100 sustainable family homes 
at Hillsview Avenue. Bridging
NewcastleGateshead is providing
funding for some of the work, and
in particular, we will be paying 
to bring the properties up to high
levels of energy efficiency, making
them warmer and cheaper 
to heat. The work, which will
transform a derelict site, will 
begin in spring/summer 2007.

Together with Newcastle City
Council, we are looking for
consultants to develop a 
new overarching plan for
regenerating the North 
Central area. The experts
who we appoint will be
asked to come up
with recommendations
for improving the area 
which includes
Blakelaw, Kenton 
and Fawdon.  
As well as Bridging
NewcastleGateshead 
and the Council, many
other organisations 
working in the area will 
be involved in the plan. 

Newcastle West
Siobhan O’Neil is the new
Neighbourhood Manager for the
North Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative. In her new
role, she will be further strengthening
community spirit, providing support
and advice to local residents, and
involving them in the ongoing
programme of improvements.
Siobhan, who replaces Christina
Gates, was previously employed
with the Gateshead Voluntary
Organisations Council. 

We have approved funding for
phase two of the Homes First
scheme in North Benwell. 
Through the scheme, which is
being delivered by Home Group,
11 derelict properties will 
be converted into 5 affordable
family homes for sale. The homes
are being sold by Sarah Mains
estate agent.

Improvements to 19 homes 
in Derwent Street are set to be
completed this autumn. Roof
repairs, canopies over doors,
repointing and door and window
replacements are amongst the
work carried out. The work is 
part of an improvement scheme
which includes Derwent Street,
Axwell Park View, Sandhoe
Gardens and Delaval Road.

Consultation on the prefered option
for the WestNEWcastle Area
Action Plan will take place in
November and December. The plan
will then be updated and amended
to take account of the feedback
received, before being submitted 
to Government in 2007.

NewcastleGateshead…
Work In Progress

Letts Wheeler Architects
walk about at 
St Lawrence Square

Visualisation of McCutcheon Court

Targeted Home Improvement
Boundaries 2006-2007
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Derwent Street



INFOCUS
King James Street 
Eight flats on King James Street 
in Gateshead have been
transformed with the help of
Bridging NewcastleGateshead 
and Gateshead Council.

The flats, which are owned by 
the Hospital of King James Trust,
have been given new pitched 
roofs, new kitchen and bathroom
fittings, new central heating
systems and window repairs. 
Work was also carried out 
to improve the environment 
around the flats and to 
provide parking areas.

The properties were chosen 
for refurbishment because 
of their heritage value and
prominent location, as 
well as the fact that they 
are close to Cemetery
Road and Sunderland
Road area where 
major redevelopment 
is taking place. 

Following the completion 
of the work, two long-term
tenants were able to move
back into the flats under
protected tenancies.

The Hospital of King
James Trust plans 
to invest the rental
income from the flats

properties for 
over 13 years 
said of the 
refurbishment 
work: “I 
absolutely
love it”

Gateshead children
transform parkland
The ‘Bankies’, a former no-go area
located on the river banks in
Teams, has been transformed by
local schoolchildren into a haven
for the local community.

The work, part of a three year
project to improve parkland, has
been made possible thanks to
£160,000 funding from Bridging
NewcastleGateshead and the
Single Regeneration Budget.

With the help of the Council’s
landscape architects, the children,
from years five and six from Tyne
View Community Primary School,
have thinned out trees, planted
new saplings and cleared rubbish
and debris. Fencing has been
erected and with help from local
metalwork sculptor Graham
Hopper, an ornamental seat and
two sculptures have been added 
to the site. In addition, the children
have designed the pathways.

The Mayor of Gateshead 
Maureen Goldsworthy officially
opened the Bankies in July.

Audit Commission
review praises Bridging
NewcastleGateshead
An Audit Commission performance
review into Bridging
NewcastleGateshead, and
in particular our work in Walker
Riverside, has praised a number 
of our achievements. 

The review highlighted some
of our strengths, including our
commitment to promoting good
quality and design. It also focused
on some of the achievements in
the Walker Riverside scheme, such
as the wide array of research and
community consultation which
have been used to put together 
the plans.
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Calum Gillhespy,
agent for The
Hospital of King
James Trust, 
with resident
Veronica Britton

Gateshead Wardens

Children from Tyne View Community
Primary School celebrate the 
transformation of The ‘Bankies’ 
with Mayor Maureen Goldsworthy

into providing and maintaining
standards in their sheltered
accommodation site in the
Sunderland Road area.

The agent for the Trust, Calum
Gillhespy of Grays Chartered
Surveyors said: "I am delighted 
that the Trustees have completed
their two year programme of
refurbishment works, with the
restoration of King James Street 
to its former glory”.

Veronica Britton, who has 
lived in the King James Street

Gateshead
Neighbourhood
Wardens win
Government award
Gateshead’s Neighbourhood
Wardens, which are part-funded
by Bridging NewcastleGateshead,
have received a Government
award in recognition of their high
standards of work.

The Warden Quality Standard was
awarded to the wardens by the
Government’s Neighbourhood
Renewal Unit. To win the award,
the wardens had to complete 
a rigorous assessment.

The wardens’ responsibilities include
patrolling the streets, responding 
to calls from the public, attending
meetings or community events
and carrying out joint duties with
Northumbria Police or other
partner agencies.



If you need a large print or audio version of this 
magazine, please call us on 0191 277 2666

Win! Win! Win! 
Want to win £100 in vouchers for
the Metro Centre or Eldon Square?

To be in with a chance of winning,
all you have to do is answer this
question:

What is the one thing that 
you think would most improve
your neighbourhood?

Your answers can be as long or
short as you like. To enter please
send your answers to
michelle.playford@bridgingng.org.uk
or 

Michelle Playford
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
1st Floor, Central Exchange
Buildings, 128 Grainger Street
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 5AF

Please send your entry in
by Friday 15th December
2006 and YOU could

be enjoying 
a shopping
spree!

New Head of Programme
Management for BNG
Jonathan Dunk is Bridging
NewcastleGateshead’s new 
Head of Programme Management.
Jonathan, a graduate of
Northumbria University, will 
be responsible for overseeing 
and developing our programme 
of work. Before joining BNG,
Jonathan worked for the West
Yorkshire Housing Partnership
and he has also worked for
another housing market renewal
pathfinder, Transform South
Yorkshire. Keen sportsman
Jonathan, who holds a Masters
degree in Urban Regeneration,
said of his new role:

“I’m looking forward 
to meeting and working with
new colleagues and
partners. I’m excited by the
challenges, the scale of the
work and the pace at
which improvements 
are being both delivered
and planned.”

Finding out students 
and graduates 
housing intentions
We are carrying out research to
find out what will attract students
and graduates to live in the BNG
area after university.

Amongst our partners in this
research are Newcastle and
Northumbria Universities. The
findings of this research will help
us to identify areas and provide
homes that are attractive to
students and graduates. 

Get in touch
Want to find out more about
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
and our work?

You can visit our new website 
at www.bridgingng.org.uk

On the site, you will find latest
news and publications as well 
as an area by area breakdown 
of ongoing work.

Alternatively you can call 
us on: 0191 277 2666 or email:
info@bridgingng.org.uk

If you need help with translation, please call 0191 277 2666.




