
Newcastle: Benwell & Scotswood | Elswick | Kenton | Byker | Walker | Walkergate | Fenham | Wingrove
Westgate | Blakelaw | Fawdon | South Heaton 

Gateshead: Bridges | Deckham | Dunston & Teams | Felling | Lobley Hill & Bensham | Saltwell
Pelaw & Heworth | Windy Nook & Whitehills | High Fell

Residents celebrate
completion of Newcastle
improvement scheme



Gateshead
The former Russell Coachworks
factory on Kyle Road in Gateshead
has been demolished following
public consultation with local
residents who said that the derelict
site was an eyesore which was
suffering from flytipping. A
developer will now be chosen to
build new housing on the site and
Gateshead Council will work with
local residents on the design 
of the housing.

Bridging NewcastleGateshead
funding has helped to refurbish 
a number of properties at King
James Street, next to Old Durham
Road in Central Gateshead.

At Cemetery Road two terraces 
of unpopular flats and disused
commercial premises have been
demolished and new homes are
being built. 

Phase one of the Block
Improvement work in Howard
Street is nearly complete.

Four home owners participated 
in the first phase, with works
including repair or replacement 
of windows, front doors, guttering
and stone painting.

Other work taking place includes
improvements to front garden
walls, steps, gardens, and 
building of new rear yard walls.

Planning for phase two of the 
work is now underway.

Newcastle East
A planning application has been
submitted to build 110 new
homes on the site of the former
McCutcheon Court. A decision
on the application is due during
the summer with start on site of
the first phase by late September.
If the application is approved, 2, 3
and 4 bedroom houses and
apartments will be built for sale,
rent and low cost home
ownership. The scheme is being
developed by Places for People.

Letts Wheeler has been chosen as
the winner of the Byker Urban
Design Competition by the
competition's Judging Panel 
who met in March this year. 
The decision, which followed 
a series of community 
consultation events, was 
approved by Newcastle 
City Council Executive in 
April. Letts Wheeler will 
now carry out further 
consultation to develop 
the plans for South Byker 
and St Lawrence areas.

Newcastle West
Arthur's Hill, Elswick Triangle 
and the Wingrove Terraces have 
been declared a renewal area. A
renewal area is one of mainly
private housing that is identified 
by the Council as needing
investment. Within the renewal
area, there will be a variety of
improvements to homes. We 
hope that the work will begin 
in January 2007 and 
improvements will 
include repointing, 
repairs to guttering 
and painting.

NewcastleGateshead…
Work In Progress
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Following recent consultation, a
report on the preferred options for
West NEWcastle will be put in to
Newcastle City Council at the end
of July. Following this, there will
be further community consultation
on the options for the area from
end of August to mid-October.

Cleared site of the former McCutcheon Court

West NEWcastle consultation
process underway

Newcastle North
Work is going on to develop 
an area action plan for the
Newcastle North Central area
which includes Blakelaw,
Kenton and part of Fawdon.

The plan will regenerate the
area and will bring a range of
improvements to the area.
Consultation on the plan will
take place later this year.

Above left: New homes on Cemetery
Road

Above right: Newly refurbished
properties at King James Street.



part of the overall ongoing
regeneration of Walker, which will
bring enormous benefits to the
area over the next 10-15 years.”

Local resident Sonya Begg
commented: “The work has 
made a big improvement, this
looks like a different area. It’s a
much cleaner, nicer place to live.”

A neighbourhood in
Newcastle’s East End has
been transformed thanks to
an improvement programme
funded by Bridging
NewcastleGateshead and
carried out by Newcastle
City Council.
45 private properties in the Oval
and Bakewell Terrace have
benefited from improvements
including roof repairs, repointing
of brickwork, painting and 
new guttering.

The completion of this scheme is
especially important as it is the
first Neighbourhood Improvement
Area in Newcastle. A
Neighbourhood Improvement 
Area is an area of mainly private
housing which has been identified
by the Council as needing
regeneration and investment. 

To mark the completion of the
work, a plaque was unveiled by
Councillor Mike Cookson and
Director of Bridging
NewcastleGateshead, Anne
Mulroy.

A  tour of the neighbourhood was
also given to residents of Walker
and representatives from Bridging
NewcastleGateshead and
Newcastle City Council.

Anne Mulroy commented:
“The properties at the Oval and

Bakewell Terrace enjoy a great
location at the entrance to Walker,
with fantastic views across the
River Tyne. This area has 
suffered some decline but these
improvement works have given 
the area a real lift, making it an
even better place to live.

“This work was carried out in
close partnership with the
community. The scheme is 

Celebration
marks completion of East End schemeThe first North East Regional

Landlords Conference was a huge
hit, attracting some 200 visitors from
around the region.

The conference was organised by
the Newcastle Private Rented
Project and the Gateshead Private
Rented Sector Team. Bridging
NewcastleGateshead is a funder 
of both teams.

The theme of the conference was
the Housing Act 2004 and speakers
included representatives from the
Government and the National
Federation of Residential Landlords.
A number of workshops also took
place where visitors could find out
more about the Housing Act 2004
and what it means for landlords.

Comments from private landlords
who attended the conference
included: ‘Very positive experience,
events like this move the industry in
the right direction’ and ‘an excellent
event, very useful and hopefully the
first of many’. Another landlord 
said ‘even though I
consider myself
an experienced 
landlady, I 
have learnt a 
lot today.’

First North East
Regional Landlords
Conference a 
huge success

Gateshead action
plans approved
The neighbourhood action plans
for Felling, Teams, Bensham and
Saltwell, and Deckham in
Gateshead were approved by
Gateshead Council at the end 
of March.

What this means is that Gateshead
Council and Bridging
NewcastleGateshead can now
begin to turn these exciting plans
into reality and bring long-lasting
improvements to communities.

There is a huge amount of work
involved in the action plans and so
the work will take place gradually
in 'phases'. By carrying out
specific work in set timescales,
communities can be supported and
helped throughout the programme 
of work.

The first phase of work
is planned in Teams and
Bensham and Saltwell
and Gateshead Council is
writing to residents living
where phase one of the
work will take place.

Property owners in areas
where improvements to
properties are planned, 
within the next two years, will
also be contacted shortly with
information about what
improvements may be carried 
out in their area. In some areas,
owners may be able to get
financial help towards
improvements to their individual
property. This will depend on the
condition of their home and their
individual circumstances.
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Mandy Reed, Manager of Gateshead
Private Sector Team, Government
representative David Offord and 
Claire McMullen of The Newcastle
Private Rented Project

Councillor Cookson and Anne Mulroy
unveiled a plaque at The Oval

The Oval completed



INFOCUS
North Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative

The North Benwell Neighbourhood
Neighbourhood Management

Initiative was set up in 2003 to
work with local residents and
organisations to make the 
area a better place to live. 
The Initiative is a partnership 
of Home Group, Newcastle City
Council and Northumbria Police
as part of Bridging
NewcastleGateshead and is
making a difference through 
a number of different projects.

One such example is the
HomesFirst scheme which is led
by Home Group and funded by
Bridging NewcastleGateshead.
The scheme has seen eight
boarded up flats and one empty
house converted into five
affordable homes. All of the
properties have benefited from new
fitted kitchens and bathrooms as
well as gas central heating, double
glazing, security locks and alarm
systems. The scheme has proved
so popular that all five homes were
snapped up by buyers within one
week of going on sale.

The Initiative supports the local
community and recently it has
helped local residents to create 
a community garden. A group of
volunteers decided to turn a green
space into a garden for everyone
to enjoy and the Initiative helped
them to get their idea off the
ground. The garden was officially
opened in June by Councillor
Doreen James.

The Initiative also works to improve
the overall appearance of North
Benwell and in May, organised 
the area’s ‘Clean Sweep’ week. 
The aim was to improve the local
environment and raise awareness
amongst local people. This
included making skips available,
volunteers taking part in
community litter picks and hanging
baskets and pots being made up
by local people, for local people.

All of the work the Initiative is
doing is making a big difference:
recent figures show improvements
continuing. Since last year,crime
has fallen a further 7% and
empty homes have reduced by

another 30%.

Martin Conway of the North
Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative commented:
"In the three years that we have
been here, we have seen North
Benwell change for the better. The
area is improving and the
involvement of local people has
been crucial to this. With their
ongoing support we hope to
continue the changes that will
make their community a much
safer and pleasant place to live.”

Over the last year, we
have continued to work
with our partners to
create great places to live
in NewcastleGateshead.
Our highlights of 
2005-2006 include:
• One of our biggest successes of
the past year was the Government
funding announcement of £64
million for our work in 2006-2008.
Over the next two years, we will
improve up to 1,500 new homes
and buy sites where we can build
good quality, well-designed homes.

• We asked residents throughout
the Bridging NewcastleGateshead
area what they thought of housing
choice and quality. This was the
first time we carried out consultation
on this scale. More than three
quarters of those questioned told us
that they want to see a better choice
of housing within their area.

• The show homes at Walker
Riverside opened their doors for
the first time in April 2005. The
show homes – a two storey three
bedroom house and a three storey
four bedroom property – were built
to show people how new homes in
the area could look. In the opening
weekend, around 400 people
visited the show homes, and other
visitors have included the Housing
Minister Yvette Cooper and the
Deputy Prime Minister John
Prescott. Work is now underway on
the first phase of 29 new homes.

• The Gateshead neighbourhood
action plans were approved by
Gateshead Council in March 2006.
The plans were consulted on
extensively throughout 2005, with
local residents asked to have their
say at a series of events, drop-in
sessions and workshops. In late
2005, the consultation findings were
published and it was revealed that
82% of those questioned 
were in favour 
of the plans.

• The West NEWcastle scheme
was launched in January 2006.
The scheme, funded by Bridging
NewcastleGateshead, aims to find
a long-term plan for improving
Scotswood and Benwell. The
scheme could bring around 2,000
new homes to the area.

• The North Benwell
Neighbourhood Management
Initiative received national
recognition, winning a Business in
the Community Big Tick award.

• Work was completed on
Whitehall Road with the conversion
of the final two sets of flats into five
bedroom homes. The total number
of homes converted in this area is
13 family sized homes from 26 flats.

• We welcomed new Chair Jim
Coulter and Anne Mulroy who is
our new Director, leading the
Bridging NewcastleGateshead team.
We thank previous Chair Leo Finn
and Director Jo Boaden, for all their
work.

7

Annual Review

6

Keeping communities
involved in our work
This summer, we are looking at
how we involve local communities
in our work. We want to make
sure that residents are being kept
up to date and are able to let us
know their thoughts on the
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
programme.

Based on the information we find
out this summer, we will review
our strategy for involving residents
in our work later in the year. 

Bridging
NewcastleGateshead
research
We carry out extensive research to
help us to find out people’s
housing needs so that we can
plan what work needs to be
carried out and where. For
example, we have recently
completed a New Build Buyers
survey which gave us a detailed
overview of people who buy new
homes. The survey revealed that
residents of the Bridging
NewcastleGateshead area are
happy living in their area, and
want to stay if the right housing 
can be provided for them. The
survey was carried out amongst
1,500 people and will help us to 
put together our plans to build 
new houses.

Corporate Strategy 
and Business Plan
Bridging NewcastleGateshead has
recently produced a Corporate
Strategy & Business Plan which
gives an overview of what work 
we will be doing between 2006 
and 2008.

The Corporate Strategy &
Business Plan can be found on
our website
www.bridgingng.org.uk very soon.

Below: Martin Conway and Mara Thompson 
of North Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative with the big 
tick award.

Right: The show homes at Walker Riverside.

Left: Mr Lund the first buyer in the
HomesFirst scheme to receive 
the keys to his new home.



Newcastle
bids for 
business 
funding
A partnership led by
Newcastle City Council
has applied for Local
Enterprise Growth
Initiative government
funding to help people
to either start up or
expand their own
businesses, and to 
attract more companies
to the City.

The findings of a six
month consultation

process with residents, 
the business community

and business support
agencies were fed into the
business plan for the bid.

It will not be known until 
later in the year if this bid 

has been successful but in the
meantime if you'd like further
information please contact Paul
Rutherford on 0191 277 8912 
or email: legi@newcastle.gov.uk.

Get in touch
Want to find out more about 
BNG and our work? 
Visit www.bridgingng.org.uk 
or call 0191 277 2666 
or email info@bridgingng.org.uk 

Win! £100 of
supermarket
vouchers!
Thank you to everyone who
entered our competition asking
for your views on what makes a
great place to live. We had some
fantastic comments, some of
which are printed on this page.

The winner was Ralph Chima of
Gateshead who gave us this
answer to what makes a great
place to live:

In this edition’s competition, we
are giving away £100 of
supermarket vouchers (for a
supermarket to be chosen with
the winner) and to be in with a
chance of winning, we want you
to answer this question:

What is the best thing about
living in NewcastleGateshead?

Your answers can be as long or
short as you like. To enter, please
send your answers to:
michelle.playford@bridgingng.org.uk
or:

Michelle Playford
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
1st Floor
Central Exchange Buildings
128 Grainger Street
Newcastle Upon Tyne
NE1 5AF

Please send your entries in by
Friday 29th September 2006.

What makes a great place to live?
Here are some of the other
suggestions we recieved …

“To regularly consult and involve
affected and potential residents 
for their views and input into
regeneration proposals.”

“The best way to build community
spirit is to build a corner shop!”

“Great places are made up 
of great people”

“I think more seats placed around
so people can sit and talk together
bringing the community together”

If you need help with translation, please call 0191 277 2666.

If you need a large print or audio version of this 
magazine, please call us on 0191 277 2666

Providing a brighter
hope and opportunity
of renting  and or
having a home with 
a reduced prejudice 
of place... an
environment that 
boosts good
neighbourhood and
community integration
amongst all races 
and immigrants to feel
the air of a developed,
accommodating and
caring society.


