
02 great
places Autumn 2010 03great

placeswww.bridgingng.org.uk

Main image above: 
Mr Nicholson in his
prize winning front
garden

Inset: Planters
filled with petunias
helped secure first
prize

  

Opposite page,
main image:
Sisters Chloe and
Laura Watson try
stone carving 

Right: Graeme and
a budding artist 

The winners of Gateshead’s first
Block Improvements in Bloom
competition have been crowned. 
Mr Nicholson won the gold prize of £100 National
Garden Gift Vouchers for his garden on 
Sunderland Road. 

Making the most of the steep landscape at the front
of his home, Mr Nicholson has created a stunning
garden full of petunias, busy lizzies, sweet peas 
and geraniums.  

The silver prize went to a garden in Hedley Street
filled with hanging baskets and bright colours, 
while the bronze prize was awarded to a 
Westbourne Avenue garden of conifers, heathers 
and potted plants. 

The competition rewards residents who have 
created beautiful gardens after taking part in the
block improvement scheme, which has improved
more than 800 homes across Bensham, Saltwell and
Felling with new doors, walls, railings and stonework.
The winners were voted for by local people from a
shortlist of six extraordinary gardens.

Bloomin’
Marvellous

Bridging NewcastleGateshead is
one of several partners involved in
an £800,000 project to completely
refurbish the park with new play
equipment, lighting and a new
footpath as well as improvements
to the playing pitches. 

Local people chose all the
improvements and were then
invited to make their mark on a
football themed sculptural

gateway with the help of sculptor
Graeme Mitcheson, who will now
go away to incorporate their ideas
into the final designs.  

The park project is backed by
Newcastle City Council, BNG,
Places for People, Groundwork
and Play England.

The art of football
The emotions of a football match  
are being set in stone as part of the
revival of Harbottle Park, Walker.

news
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Green homes for 
Gateshead: The construction
of nine new eco-homes in

Saltwell has begun. 

The homes, being built on the site
of a former petrol filling station on
Durham Road, will be some of the
greenest in the region, with an
array of energy-efficient features
and even a power point for an
electric car in the garage.

Councillor Angela Douglas,
Cabinet member for Housing at
Gateshead Council, said:
“These new homes will remove 
a significant eyesore and replace 
it with a development that will
enhance the streetscape.”

With several homes already sold, 
a show house is expected to be
ready in November. 

Gateshead
Left: Students test
equipment at the
Skills Academy

Bottom left: New
signage at the
Freight Depot

Below: Councillor
Angela Douglas
lends a hand at the
construction site
on Durham Road

Opposite page,
main image:
Local people
celebrated the
renewal of
Riverside Dene

Right: Maria
Anderson, Joan
Fairley and Harold
Norcott check on
progress at Hugh
Gardens, Benwell.

Signs of new housing:New
signage offers a tantalising
glimpse into the future for land

at the Freight Depot, near the
Felling Bypass. 

The 7.5 hectare site will be
developed in the next few years
with some of the most modern and
eco-friendly homes in the borough,
with hi-speed internet and play and
leisure space for residents.  

The land is the flagship site in
Gateshead Council’s project to
transform 19 sites over the next 15 -
20 years to create 2,500 new
homes. The search is now on for a
private sector partner to help
deliver the project, with an
announcement due early next year.

Newcastle

Beekeeping project creates a
buzz: Children at Kingsmeadow
School in Dunston are becoming
urban beekeepers to help improve
their local environment. 

With the help of Gateshead
Council, they will be building and
taking care of beehives in their
community, doing everything
from recording the bees’ activities
to preparing and storing honey –
and  selling their produce to local
people next year. Look out for
them in Dunston this autumn.
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leImprovements underway:
A snaking boundary wall is one of
several attractive new features being

created in the area around Enslin Street,
Walker.  

£600,000 is being spent to spruce up
properties on Enslin Street, Belmont
Street and Enslin Gardens, with
environmental and external property
improvements. 

The BNG scheme, part funded by
Newcastle City Council, will upgrade
homes at the front and the back, with
stonework, rainwater goods, and some
new doors and windows. 

There’ll be new trees and pavements,
‘defensible spaces’, and more decorative
surfaces for pathways and roads. 

The project, which should be completed
in March 2011, will tie in with the
surrounding Walker Riverside
regeneration scheme. 

Pockets of change: Four new pocket
parks in Benwell have been unveiled. 
Bridging NewcastleGateshead has

spent £250,000 to improve the sites in
High Cross, as part of its renewal
programme in the area.    

 The parks - on Ethel Street, Atkinson
Road and Hugh Gardens - were
redesigned by local people and more
than 250 school children with the help
of an architect and artist. 

The Friends of Benwell Green Spaces
were instrumental in the scheme,
working with Newcastle City Council to
bring the project to life.  

Residents rejoice at Riverside
Dene:More than 500 West End
residents turned out to celebrate the

completion of a third revamped tower
block at Riverside Dene. 

The family fun day was held to celebrate a
new lease of life on the former Cruddas
Park estate, where five of the area’s 1960s
tower blocks are being refurbished. 

The community event was hosted by
Wates Living Space, the contractor
working in partnership with Your Homes
Newcastle, Newcastle City Council and
Bridging NewcastleGateshead on the
£31m redevelopment. 

It followed a week of information
sessions with local people finding out
about future plans, including dramatic
improvements to the shopping centre.

Facelift funding boost for 1930s
estate: Homes on a Walker estate
are set to be improved thanks to a

funding boost of almost £1 million.   

Bridging NewcastleGateshead has
agreed to invest £950,000 for
environmental and external
improvements in Pottery Bank, in
partnership with Your Homes Newcastle. 

The project’s first phase is starting now,
with 60 properties on Burwood Road,
Greenford Road, Oldfield Road and
Merton Road. 

Work will vary from house to house,
though Modern Homes External
improvements are guaranteed for all
YHN tenants, and Newcastle City Council
is working to secure the funds for the
remaining 198 properties. 

For more information, call YHN on
freephone 0800 911 255.  

Students become culture
vultures:Year 6 students from
Kelvin Grove Primary School in

Bensham became culture vultures
to learn more about their local
history and culture.  

Students visited Gateshead
College’s Skills Academy for
Automotive, Engineering,
Manufacturing and Logistics to get
a taster of the jobs available in
these industries. They also went
behind the scenes at the Little

Theatre and the Shipley Art Gallery,
where they took the chance to
study and recreate one of the
gallery’s most famous exhibits, The
Blaydon Races painting. 

Student Kieran Hopkins said: “The
gallery’s really big and I really love
the pictures. Some of them are really
old and there are lots to look at.”

See a slideshow of the students’
visits at www.gateshead.gov.uk

/livelove
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In Focus…
The BNG area is changing 
for the better

Reviving empty properties
The level of empty homes in our area has reduced from 7.7 per
cent in 2003 to 5.7 per cent, and this takes us closer to the
regional average.

Stabilising the housing market 
House prices at the lower end of the market have risen
substantially, again closing the gap on the region. The average
price within the cheapest 25% of the market in BNG has gone
up from around £15,000 in 2002 to around £70,000 now, in
spite of the recession.

Greater satisfaction among residents
The most recent survey, from last year, shows that 71% of
Newcastle residents were satisfied with their area as a place to
live – up from 62% in 2006. 69% were satisfied in Gateshead –
up from 54% in 2006.

Fewer people out of work
Levels of worklessness in BNG have reduced from 30% of the
working age population to 25%, although a recent increase
since the recession is consistent with national trends.

A settled population
Population levels have stabilised after decades of decline in
Newcastle and Gateshead.

Communities on the up
Our latest research shows that our neighbourhoods are
improving to a greater degree than those outside of BNG.
Many of these improvements can be linked to the schemes
that BNG has funded - and local stakeholders appear happy to
back that up. 

Lives improved
We estimate that 60,000 people across NewcastleGateshead
have so far been directly or positively affected by the BNG
programme, with many more likely to be in the future.

More to come
We will continue to study the impact of our projects, especially
at a local level. And Growth Funding of £1.7m has now been
confirmed for NewcastleGateshead in 2010/11 to support new
housing development in the east and west ends of Newcastle
and sites across Gateshead, meaning that more positive
changes will occur.

Looking back at some of the things we’ve achieved since we
started work in 2003, it’s clear that life has improved in all of
our communities and the local housing market is stronger,
thanks to the removal of eyesore properties, homes being
improved and vacant properties restored.

One regeneration success 
story which still has many
chapters to be written is
Newcastle’s West End. 
BNG-supported projects have helped to breathe new
life into the area, which has been firmly on the up for
some years now. 

From the rebirth of Riverside Dene, formerly Cruddas
Park, to the renewal of hundreds of homes in
Benwell, Arthur’s Hill and Wingrove, the changes are
plain for all to see. 

Almost 1000 homes in Arthur’s Hill, Elswick Triangle
and Wingrove have been improved over the last few
years thanks to a partnership between BNG,
Newcastle City Council and Centre West – with the
final 290 properties on Hartington Street and
Wingrove Avenue due for completion in November.  

As a result of the improvement works, 104 private
rented properties have joined the Newcastle
Accreditation Scheme, which makes sure that
properties are in a reasonable condition and
managed effectively.

Meanwhile, up the road in Greater High Cross,
Benwell, renewal works at Bilbrough Gardens, Ethel
Street, Clara Street, Atkinson Terrace and South
Benwell Road are on schedule for completion in
December 2010. 

That will bring the total number of local properties
improved to 519 to complete housing renewal in the
area. 82 properties there have joined the Newcastle
Accreditation Scheme.

Work on both schemes includes renewal / repair of
boundary walls, landscaping,  new doors / windows
and rainwater pipes, stonework repairs, decoration
and more. Architectural features such as decorative
door canopies have also been renewed or repaired.

We estimate that 60,000 people 
so far have been directly and
positively affected by the 
BNG programme.

On the up: Newcastle’s West End   

Main image above:

Looking west from
the revitalised
Riverside Dene

Right: Almost 1000
homes have been
improved
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The art of football

infocus: 
BNG’s years of change

West Newcastle: On the up 

Competition! Find out more:

Want to find out more about Bridging
NewcastleGateshead and our work?

You can visit our website at
www.bridgingng.org.uk
You can call us on 0191 277 2666
Email: info@bridgingng.org.uk

This edition’s...

Want to win £25 in vouchers for 
the Metro Centre or Eldon Square?
To be in with a chance of winning, all you have to
do is answer this question based on one of the
stories in this edition of greatplaces:

How many people have been positively
affected by the work of BNG?

You can send your entries to:
info@bridgingng.org.uk

Or Freepost to: 
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
FREEPOST RLSH-RXJZ-JRSA
1st Floor, Central Exchange Buildings
128 Grainger St
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 5AF

All entries must be received 
by Friday 19th November 2010.

If you need a large print or audio version of this magazine,
please call us on 0191 277 2666

If you need help with translation, please call 0191 277 2666.
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