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Belmont
Green

opens
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The new Belmont Green park
was opened to the public in May
following months of hard work 
by local residents.

Officially opened by former resident
Janet McLean on behalf of the
Belmont Area Residents’
Association, the park includes
hand-made cobbles, designed by
local people, new seats and a
granite circle which includes words
chosen by local schoolchildren 
and residents.

The local community, including
Belmont Area Residents’
Association, has been closely
involved with the regeneration of
this area, including naming the
park ‘Belmont Green’ and choosing
the artist who led on the design.

Both Nick Brown MP and Councillor
John Shipley attended the event
and praised the local community on
their hard work, with Mr Brown
saying that the project was the
result of the residents’ ‘efforts,
endeavours and campaigning’.
Councillor Shipley praised Belmont
Green as a ‘magnificent
achievement’ and passed on his
congratulations to all. 

The new park is in addition to 
the improvements to footpaths,
new cycle lane and planting of
trees and shrub on Walker Road
between Monkchester and 
St Anthony’s Road.

The park is now a popular facility
used by residents of all ages on a
daily basis. In the future it is hoped

that ‘a Friends of Belmont Green’
group will be formed and hold
entertainment in the park. 
In addition, further funding has 
been given to continue local
improvements within the area.  

The residents worked closely with
Newcastle City Council, Places 
for People and Bridging
NewcastleGateshead.

New schemes
launched in
Gateshead
Two new housing schemes 
have been officially launched 
in Gateshead.

BoKlok
Junior Housing Minister Iain Wright
MP opened the BoKlok scheme in
May. The Minister said: “BoKlok is
the way forward and a model
which other people can use to
ensure good cheap housing is
available to all.” Also helping with
the opening were children from 

St Wilfrid's Voluntary Aided Roman
Catholic Primary School and Bede
Community Primary School who
guided attendees around the show
home, distributing gifts and
answering questions. The nine and
ten year olds delighted the guests
by being able to welcome them
with Swedish phrases that they
had learnt in school. The children
are set to continue their
involvement in the future through
such projects as the creation and
planting of a time capsule and
designing a children’s bedroom. 
Visit: www.livesmarthome.com

Bishop’s Park
The children from St Wilfrid’s
Voluntary Aided Roman Catholic
Primary School and Bede
Community Primary School also
helped the former Mayor and
Mayoress of Gateshead, Councillor
David Lynn and Mrs Susan Lynn, 
to open the new show homes at
Bishop's Park in the spring. Just
off Sunderland Road in Gateshead,
Bishop's Park, is a development 
of two and three bedroom homes
in a variety of styles which are
aimed at families and first time
buyers. “It’s a really exciting time
for Gateshead and this impressive
development is a prime example 
of things to come”, said 
Councillor Lynn. 

The children showed the Mayor
and Mayoress around the show
homes and talked about the 
e-strata project, which has involved
the youngsters researching their

community to come up with new
names for the streets in Bishop’s
Park. For more details, please visit
www.mcinerneyhomes.com

And if you can't afford to get a
mortgage for 100% of the cost of
one of these homes, you can get
more information from the
developers about what housing
options are available.

Walker residents
unveil their New Park

Former Mayor and Mayoress Councillor and Mrs Lynn open the Bishop’s Park show home

Inside the BoKlok Show Home

Back row (l-r) Cllr David Napier, Jim
Burnett, Chairman of Live Smart @ Home,
Iain Wright MP, Lars Wild Nordlund,
Managing Director BoKlok AB, Rod
Bennion Chairman of Home Group, Alan
Prole, Managing Director, Live Smart @
Home with pupils from St Wilfred’s 
and St Bede's schools in Gateshead.

BNG’s Anne Mulroy, Nick Brown MP
and Councillor Shipley joined Father
Dominic Madzimure and local
residents to unveil Belmont Green.

Cover Picture: Kay Fettis (10)
and Miya Fettis (1) enjoy their
new park.

A new kitchen at Bishop’s Park

Inside the show home at Bishop’s Park

Celebrating Belmont Green’s opening



East Newcastle
• Residents of all ages are getting
involved in the design of public
spaces in the Heart of Walker.
A group of young people aged 13
upwards are working with designers
and architects to learn more about
public art and design. The group has
toured Newcastle city centre to look
at sites and buildings which show
good design. Meanwhile, a group 
of Walker adults are producing a film
about what they want to see in the
area. Following this work, a plan for
the design of public spaces in the
Heart of Walker will be written,
which is likely to include proposals
for improved lighting and seating,
amongst other ideas. The work 
is being supported by Northern
Architecture, the architecture 
centre for the North East, an
organisation that promotes good
design in the region.

• A new car park has been unveiled
at the Oval after consultation with
the community showed that most
residents would like off-road
parking. Formerly a disused piece of
land, residents have welcomed the
new car park: “The car park looks

impressive when you approach
Newcastle from the riverside and
creates a good impression of the
area,” said Susan an Oval resident.
“The new car park is serving a really
good purpose, getting round the
Oval is now possible without turning
back,” agreed fellow resident Brian.

West Newcastle
• 92 properties have benefited from
external improvement works within 
a neighbourhood in Benwell,
covering Bishop's Road, St James
Crescent, St James Gardens,
Provost Gardens, Armstrong Road
and Atkinson Road. Works to the
properties, which included new 
front boundary walls, gates and
railings, aimed to restore the original
character of the properties within the
neighbourhood. One resident said:
“It's lovely to see the area going
back to what it used to be.”

• Residents in the Benwell area
joined forces with the Benwell
Neighbourhood Management
Initiative in May to give their
neighbourhood a week-long spring
clean. The aim of the week was to
improve the environment and this

year's activities all had an
environmental theme, including 
a community litter pick competition
led by the neighbourhood wardens,
a junk music workshop and making
and selling hanging baskets. The
week rounded off with a relaxing
teddy bears' picnic in Ladykirk Road
community garden.

• The latest Junior Wardens
scheme in Benwell has proven to 
be a great success, involving pupils
from year six at St Joseph’s Primary
school, Armstrong Road. The aim 
of the scheme is to help teach
young people good citizenship skills,
and about their local environment.
Further Junior Wardens schemes will
be held in Canning Street Primary
and Atkinson Road Primary, later
this year. Scotswood Junior
Wardens scheme has also been
taking place recently, with
youngsters looking at community
safety. The junior wardens have
been going out into the community
to talk to young people about the
plans for the area. 

• Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative has
launched its new website
www.ourbenwell.org.uk which
contains the latest news from the
Initiative and information on the
work taking place in the area.

Gateshead
• The ‘Who’s Your Neighbour?’
photography competition is giving
Gateshead residents the chance to
enter their photos and possibly win
a prize. There are three age groups
and the theme is ‘Neighbourly
Gateshead’. Participants are asked
to submit a photograph that shows
what it means to be a neighbour in
Gateshead - this could be a picture
of a person, a place or even
something built by a neighbour. 
With the photo, entrants must send
in a sentence summarising the
image. Entrants can submit
photographs both electronically and
manually. The competition closes 
on the 5th September, visit
www.gateshead.gov.uk 

Children from St Wilfrid’s Voluntary
Aided Roman Catholic School and
Bede Community Primary School
presented Project:e-strata street
naming project to users of the
Readers at Home service, at the
beginning of July. The children
worked with the readers’ to record
their memories of the area. The
information will help the children in
their studies and will be made
available online at 
www.e-strata.org

• Children from Brandling Primary
School had an important lesson in
safety thanks to Gateshead Council
neighbourhood officers, the Arson
Task Force and O'Briens demolition
contractors. During the ‘Safety
Matters’ special assembly, the pupils
were able to try on the safety
equipment needed to visit a
construction site. Brandling Primary
School deputy head teacher Miss
Waldron said: “The assembly was
brilliantly interactive and the children
really enjoyed it. It was a great way
to reinforce the key safety messages
being given at school.” The
assembly was so successful that the
enthusiastic children are now set for

a trip to ‘Safety Works’ where
they will be able to

experience first hand

the dangers of a construction site
with its heavy plant and machinery.
The pupils are also busily taking part
in a competition to design a poster
to warn fellow children of the
dangers of construction sites.

• Three Gateshead residents have
been studying to improve their
knowledge of design skills by taking
part in the Commission for
Architecture and the Built
Environment (CABE) Summer
School. The three, who are
members of the Community
Reference Group, took part in the
course in June which included visits
to sites in NewcastleGateshead. The
residents will be able to use their
new skills in helping to pick a
developer for their area and
designing the future housing in their
community.

NewcastleGateshead…
Work In Progress

Bishop’s Road improvements

A new website for Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative

Children from the Project:e-strata street
naming project hard at work

Marion Clark who attended the
CABE summer school

Practical safety lessons at
Brandling Primary School
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under construction, and new town
centre facilities planned.

Supporting the community through
the work is an Environmental Action
Team which helps to maintain the
cleanliness of the neighbourhood. 

In addition, local residents can call
on Jackie Jones and her team, who
are based in the old Nisa Car Park
on Walker Road, for support and
advice. “If a resident has a concern
about their relocation, or need more
information about the work in their
area, for example, then we are here
to help. We want to ensure that
local residents are supported
through every aspect of the exciting
changes that are taking place in
their community.”

The work of the Neighbourhood
Management teams helped BNG to
recently achieve ‘performing
strongly’ in the Audit Commission's
review of our work around the
theme of 'Respect.

Throughout the BNG area, 
there are clear signs that
neighbourhoods are being
transformed. There are the new
homes which are being built off
Sunderland Road, the property
improvements in Bensham &
Saltwell, the new houses which
residents have already moved
into at the Cambrian.

These are exciting times but we
don’t underestimate the fact that
the work we are delivering can
cause some disruption within
communities. Therefore,
neighbourhood management teams
are on hand to support residents
through every step of the work.

In Gateshead, the Neighbourhood
Management team deals with any
enquiry residents may have, from

answering questions about
relocating to tackling problems
such as graffiti. The team is helping
residents to move to new
properties by finding alternative
accommodation, arranging
removals and providing information
on financial support. In addition, the
team also deals with
neighbourhood problems such as
anti social behaviour and fly tipping.
Deborah McKenna, Neighbourhood
Manager said: “Our role is to
support communities through the
changes that are taking place in
their neighbourhood. We are on
hand to guide local residents
through the work, answering any
questions, giving advice and
practical help.”

Over in the West End of Newcastle,
the Neighbourhood Management
teams in Scotswood and Benwell
are helping to improve the local
environment, reduce anti-social
behaviour and encourage resident
involvement. They achieve these
aims through a variety of different
projects, 

for example, Benwell's
Neighbourhood Management team
recently held a neighbourhood
‘spring clean’. In both areas,
neighbourhood wardens are a daily
presence patrolling the streets,
working to reduce anti-social
behaviour and environmental crime.
So successful are the wardens that
they recently collected a haul of five
awards at the North East Wardens
Awards. Carolyn Wood, Benwell's
Neighbourhood Manager said: “We
are working in partnership with the
community to make our areas even
better places to live.” Louise
Stobbart agreed, adding: “We are
responding to the needs of local
residents, bringing in projects and
schemes which improve their
community.”

Walker Riverside is seeing a great
deal of change on the ground, 
with a number of new homes 

INFOCUS...
Supporting Communities

Get in Touch:
Gateshead Neighbourhood
Management: 0191 433 2699

Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative: 
0191 277 1478

Scotswood Neighbourhood
Management: 0191 277 1790

Walker Riverside Information
Team: 0191 275 9207

Improving housing
options in
NewcastleGateshead
House prices have shot up 
over the last few years and more
people are finding it harder to
get a foot on the housing ladder.

This is why BNG has started a
major piece of research to work
out how we can provide a better
choice of good quality homes for
people on different budgets
wanting to live in the heart of
Tyneside.

It can be really difficult, trying to
find your way through the maze
of different renting and buying
options on the market. 

We want to try and make this
easier and develop a guide that
helps officers, to support you in
working out what your housing
options are and how to get more
information.

Our Residents’ Panel (see 
back page) will help us to 
make sure that whatever the
consultants come up with is
understandable and useful. We’ll
let you know what the research
found out in spring 2009.

The last year has been another
successful year for BNG and we
have managed to make significant
progress. Over the last twelve
months we have:

• Built 124 new properties

• Made improvements to 
1,623 existing homes

• Demolished 289 properties to
build new, sustainable homes 

• Acquired 3.08 hectares of land,
providing us with new sites in the
future.

The last year has seen some
exciting developments including:

• Work on the new BoKlok site at
Gateshead

• More homes built at Walker
Riverside, Newcastle, including
new homes at the Cambrian and
at River’s Gate

• Construction starting on the
Bishop's Park development off
Sunderland Road in Gateshead

• Continued improvements in
Arthur's Hill, Newcastle.

In addition we have continued to
engage with communities in all 
parts of the BNG area and we 
have supported residents through
neighbourhood management
schemes that maintain a quality 
of life for residents in areas of
change. Moreover, our latest 
survey shows that 96% of residents
were happy with the service they

Transforming
the BNG area

received when being helped to 
find a new home so their current
property could be demolished. 

Jonathan Dunk, Head of
Programme Management with
BNG said: “We made great
progress in 2007-2008 building
new properties and improving
existing properties. The BNG area
is truly transforming.”

Neighbourhood Manager Deborah
McKenna discusses the regeneration
work with a local resident

The award winning Benwell and
Scotswood Neighbourhood 
Management teams.
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Walker Riverside Information Centre

Improvements in Arthur’s Hill

Marie Leighton from
Home Housing with
Gateshead Council’s
Vicky Ellis who
successfully assisted
the Thompson family
to relocate.



Win! Win! Win!
Want to win £100 in vouchers for
the Metro Centre or Eldon Square?

To be in with a chance of winning,
all you have to do is answer this
question that is based on one of
the stories in this edition of Great
Places:

Iain Wright MP opened which
new housing development in
Gateshead?

You can send your entries to:

michelle.playford@bridgingng.org.uk

Or

Freepost to: 

Michelle Playford
FREEPOST RLSH-RXJZ-JRSA
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
1st Floor
Central Exchange Buildings
128 Grainger St
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 5AF

All entries must be 
received by Friday 
12th September 2008.

Get in touch
Want to find out more about
Bridging NewcastleGateshead 
and our work?

You can visit our website at
www.bridgingng.org.uk

Alternatively you can call 
us on: 0191 277 2666 
or email info@bridgingng.org.uk

If you need a large print or audio version of this 
magazine, please call us on 0191 277 2666

If you need help with translation, please call 0191 277 2666.

Giving residents 
a voice
BNG is setting up a Residents’
Panel which will be asked to
provide opinions and
suggestions on our work such
as design and refurbishments. 

We are currently working with 
the voluntary sector and a
variety of community
organisations to select residents
to join the panel and the first
meeting is set to take place in
September. Future issues of
GreatPlaces will keep you up
to date with the Panel's progress
and work.
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