
Newcastle: Benwell & Scotswood | Elswick | Kenton | Byker | Walker | Walkergate | Fenham | Wingrove
Westgate | Blakelaw | Fawdon | South Heaton 

Gateshead: Bridges | Deckham | Dunston & Teams | Felling | Lobley Hill & Bensham | Saltwell
Pelaw & Heworth | Windy Nook & Whitehills | High Fell

New faces at Bridging
NewcastleGateshead
A new Chair and Director will lead
Bridging NewcastleGateshead

£64 million
to create great places to live in
NewcastleGateshead

Have your say
Your thoughts on Bridging

NewcastleGateshead

Fancy a spring 
shopping spree?

Win!£100 invouchers



£64 million to create great places
to live in NewcastleGateshead

FASTFACTS
• Bridging NewcastleGateshead

covers around 77,000
properties in Newcastle and
Gateshead

• Around 160,000 people live in
the Bridging
NewcastleGateshead area

• 20,000 people moved away
from the Bridging
NewcastleGateshead area
between 1981 and 2001

• Our vision is to create great
places to live in
NewcastleGateshead

• Over the next two years we
will work in Dunston, Felling,
Teams, Bensham and Saltwell
in Gateshead; and in Walker
Riverside, Byker and
Ouseburn, Elswick and the
Discovery Quarter, Benwell
and Scotswood and North
Central in Newcastle.

• Bridging NewcastleGateshead
is funded by the Government.
We are a partnership between
Newcastle City Council and
Gateshead Council.

Things are moving forward in
Scotswood and the future is
looking exciting. This money is
excellent news and it means that
more people will see change for
the better.
NELLIE TERNENT
- SCOTSWOOD, NEWCASTLE

This is great for the area.
Lots of new things have been
happening in Walker such as the
show homes which gave people
a lot of hope. This is good news
for the whole of the Bridging
NewcastleGateshead area.

BETTY CHEETHAM
- WALKER, NEWCASTLE

Philip Shaftoe said: 

This is excellent news. Our
community has benefited from
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
funding and the Oval has had a
facelift which has lifted the whole
area. This funding means that
other areas will also benefit from
improvement work. I’m grateful
for the work which has been
done in the Oval and I hope the
funding benefits other residents
in other areas.

Susan Shaftoe added: 

This announcement has got
to be good for the area. We have
seen a lot of improvements over
the last year. It has been a real
boost and we are really pleased
with how the work in the Oval
has been organised.
PHILIP & SUSAN SHAFTOE 
- THE OVAL, NEWCASTLE
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Our work to create 
great places to live in
NewcastleGateshead 
has been given a
massive boost after 
the Government 
awarded Bridging
NewcastleGateshead 
£64 million for the 
next two years of 
our programme.

The exciting news was
announced by the Deputy Prime
Minister John Prescott on Friday
24th March.  

The funding means that we can
now continue the work that we
have begun to improve housing
and housing choice in
NewcastleGateshead and create

great places to live for existing
and new residents.

NewcastleGateshead contributes
significantly to the North East’s
economy and we want to ensure
that the housing and ‘place’ in
the area encourages more
people taking up these jobs to
live here.

Jim Coulter, Chair of Bridging
NewcastleGateshead (BNG) said:
“This funding is fantastic news for
NewcastleGateshead as it means
that we will be able to continue
the excellent work we have
already started in providing
homes where people want to live.

“We will carry on talking to, and
listening to, local residents to
find out what they think of
housing and what improvements
they would like to see in their
area. We will also continue to
work closely with Newcastle City
Council and Gateshead Council.”

BNG is a 15 year programme set
up by the Government to tackle
problems caused by low demand
and abandoned housing and the
effect it has on local
communities. 

Jim said: “Some of our work over
the next two years will include
improving up to 1,500 homes
and we will buy sites where we
can build good quality, well-
designed homes.

For example, this autumn work
will start on the development of
Sunderland Road in Gateshead
and in the summer the first
residents will move into the new
homes in Walker Riverside,
Newcastle.”

The funding
announcement:
what it means 
to us
We asked a number of
residents to tell us what the
funding announcement
means to them:

I am absolutely delighted
that Government funding will 
be available for redevelopment
and investment in the area. The
area has been neglected over the
years and has encountered many
problems. The funding and
redevelopment will, I hope, turn
the area into a safe and pleasant
area to live once again with
estates of modern housing and
safe areas for our children to
play. Not only will the new
development breathe life into the
area, but will give a higher
standard of living accommodation
to many residents who otherwise
would not be able to afford it. The
redevelopment will attract and
keep families in an area where
there is a high turnover of people,
so again a strong and caring
community can be built up.
MICHELLE SMITH 
- TEAMS, GATESHEAD

This is a fantastic thing for
the area. The work that has been
done so far is a step in the right
direction. Anything that is being
done to regenerate the
area is a good thing.
JEFF MCCALL
- DURHAM ROAD, GATESHEAD



Gateshead
Work is now complete on a block
scheme on Whitehall Road with
the two final sets of flats on the
road converted into 5-bedroom
homes. Both properties
underwent extensive conversion
work, which included relocating
the bathrooms and kitchens.
Funding was provided by
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
and the landlord owner of one of
the properties carried out not
only the conversion works, which 

were grant assisted, but funded
extra work to his property
himself, adding additional
bathrooms and WCs. In previous
years, 22 flats in the same block
were converted to 11 family sized
houses, the conversion of the
last two pair of flats completes
the final phase of work for this
block on Whitehall Road.

Work has begun on improving
the visual appearance of private
sector properties and the
condition and the management
of privately rented
accommodation in Oban Terrace.
The scheme responds to
concerns from residents who
were worried about the long-term
future of their homes, and almost
70% of homeowners have signed
up for the scheme.

The conversion of four flats into
one house is taking place in
Howard Street. When completed,
the property will initially be used
as a show home, and then will
be offered for sale through an
affordable ownership scheme. 

NewcastleGateshead…
Work In Progress
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Newcastle 
West End
In February, the West NEWcastle
project, a regeneration scheme 
for Benwell and Scotswood 
led by Newcastle City Council
and funded by Bridging
NewcastleGateshead, was
launched. West NEWcastle aims 
to deliver a long-term plan for
Benwell and Scotswood. 

From April, residents will be
encouraged to take part in a
series of events that will aim to
draw out creative ideas and
honest opinions from people in
the community.

North Benwell Neighbourhood
Management Initiative
launched its junior street
wardens scheme in January.
The scheme sees year 6

pupils from Canning
Street Primary

School shadow
North Benwell’s street

wardens to learn good
citizenship skills. The

junior wardens also
have their own mascot –

‘Ben the well-behaved
dog’.

Yvette Cooper, Minister for
Housing with Katya Quimis,
who designed one of the
bedrooms in the show homes

The launch of the North Benwell 
Junior Wardens Scheme

Conversion work complete on 
Whitehall Road in Gateshead

Newcastle 
North Central
Work is set to start on an area
action plan for North Central.
Beginning in summer 2006, a
series of consultation events will
take place to help to develop a
plan for the area. The work is
being funded by BNG and
carried out for the Council; we
will tell you the names of the
consultants, who may invite you
to take part in consultation, in the
next newsletter.

Newcastle 
East End 
Residents in Byker had their say
on proposed designs for their
area in the final exhibition of the
Byker Design Competition.
Events and individual door-to-
door research took place
throughout Byker in February and
residents commented on the five
shortlisted designs. The
community’s views were put
forward to the judging panel and,
following approval from the 

Council, the preferred design
option for Byker will be
announced in early spring.

Work is underway on the first
phase of 29 new homes on the
Cambrian Estate in Walker
Riverside, and these homes are
due to be completed in summer
2006. Meanwhile, the show
homes, built to show people how
new homes in the area 

could look have proved to be
very popular. Since the show
homes opened in Easter 2005,
around 1000 people have visited
the homes – including some well
known faces such as the Deputy
Prime Minister, John Prescott,
Minister for Housing, Yvette
Cooper, and football hero Peter
Beardsley!



And our 
objectives are:
• To enable more people to enter

and sustain home ownership,
reflecting housing aspirations
and to help reduce
concentrations of worklessness

• To provide an improved choice
of good quality, well designed
homes through new
development and investment in
sustainable homes whilst
replacing obsolete housing

• To work with partners to
improve neighbourhoods to
provide a good quality of life 
and place.

These opinions also helped us
when we put together our
Scheme Update – the report
which outlines our planned
activity for the next two

years. The Government
based their decision

to give us £64
million on this
report.

BNG
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
is committed to carrying out
ongoing research so that we
understand the housing
market and peoples’
aspirations in Newcastle and
Gateshead, and can plan to
meet these needs. We are
currently looking at the
housing needs of minority
ethnic and refugee
households in the 
pathfinder area.

We are also looking into
financial options to help
people who live in our
intervention areas to be
rehoused or improve their
home. 

Finally, this summer we will be
carrying out research into how
we involve communities in our
work, and the findings of this
will allow us to engage with
local residents more
effectively.

Thank you to everyone who
has got involved in our
research, giving us your views
and opinions. Over the
coming months, there may be
researchers working in your
area on our behalf; please get
involved and have your say on
BNG.

Committed to research

In summer 2005, we published a
survey in our newsletter and held a
series of events to find out what you
think of housing in the pathfinder area.

As a result, 
we found out:
• More than three quarters 

of those questioned want 
to see a better choice of 
housing within their area

• Nearly 90% of people think
that empty and abandoned
housing is the main problem

• 88% want to see new ways to
help people to buy their own
homes, if they want to.

We listened to what you said
and have used your views to
help us to change our vision
and objectives to more
accurately reflect the opinions
of residents. 

Today our vision is:

To create great places to
live….by 2018, the housing
market in Bridging
NewcastleGateshead will be
revitalised and the population
stabilised and starting to
increase.

‘Finding out
what residents
living within the
BNG area think
is essential as 
it allows us 
to plan our
activity for 
the future.’
KAREN ANDERSON
- HEAD OF RESEARCH 
AND STRATEGY

Your say on Bridging
NewcastleGateshead

Durham Road
Gateshead
With a number of properties on
Durham Road in Gateshead
looking in a poor state of repair,
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
and Gateshead Council decided
to deliver an improvement
programme for the area.

The programme, which is
benefiting 54 homeowners,
includes new boundary walls,
railings, fences and gates. Other
changes include painting, new
rainwater pipes, new guttering,
paths, steps and front door
repairs and replacements. Some
improvements to structural
problems have been made where
necessary. Gateshead Council
has also offered homeowners
free planting of hedges to
provide a pleasant, green
environment.

The work, which began in
October 2005 is anticipated for
completion in spring 2006.
Bridging NewcastleGateshead
has funded the majority of the
work with owners making a
contribution towards the total
cost.

Sheila Johnston, Director of
Development and Enterprise with
Gateshead Council said: “These
homes are situated on a major
routeway in Gateshead and the
homes have been transformed,
making them much more
attractive.”

INFOCUS
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A new Chair and Director
will lead Bridging
NewcastleGateshead.

Jim Coulter, who joined
BNG as Chair in December
last year, has worked in
housing for many years.
Now retired, Jim was the
Chief Executive of the
National Housing
Federation for 17 years
and before that, he ran a
housing association in
Leeds.

Jim, who is a
native of the
North East
said: “I am
delighted
to take up
this role as

Bridging

NewcastleGateshead
enters its next phase. We
are working to make sure
that people live in safe,
secure and attractive
neighbourhoods.”

Anne Mulroy, previously
Project Director for the
large scale regeneration of
Walker Riverside, joined
BNG as Director in April.
Anne has been working in
housing and regeneration
in the North East for over
26 years.

“I am really looking forward
to bringing my regeneration
experience and knowledge
to BNG, leading the team
as we work to improve
communities in Newcastle
and Gateshead.”

If you need help with translation, please call 0191 277 2666.

New faces at BNG

Get in touch
Want to find out more about BNG
and our work? 
Visit www.bridgingng.org.uk 
or call 0191 277 2666 
or email info@bridgingng.org.uk 

Win£100
in vouchers 
Fancy a spring 
shopping spree? 
We are giving away £100 worth
of vouchers for either Eldon
Square or the Metro Centre. 

All you have to do, to be in with
a chance of winning, is tell us 
what you think that BNG
should do to create 
great places to live?

To enter, send your thoughts 
on this issue – and your answer
can be as short or as long as
you like - together with your
name and address to: 

Michelle Playford, 
Bridging NewcastleGateshead, 
1st Floor, 
Central Exchange Buildings,
128 Grainger Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 5AF
or email michelle.playford@
bridgingng.org.uk 

We’ll print the best
comments in the next edition.

If you need a large print or audio version of this 
magazine, please call us on 0191 277 2666


