
The West End of Newcastle will be put firmly on the
national and international map in 2010 when the
Scotswood Expo is held, the very first housing expo
in the UK. For local residents, the Expo benefits will
be felt long after 2010 through its legacy of new,
sustainable housing and a community transformed.
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Latest News

The
changing 

story of 
Bridging 

Newcastle
Gateshead

The Bridging NewcastleGateshead (BNG)
Board has started to review what needs to
be done in its intervention areas post 2008,
as well as BNG’s role in the regeneration.
It is important that BNG articulates the story 
of transformation and encourages as many
partners as possible to share in the vision for the
different places in Bridging NewcastleGateshead
for regeneration to be sustainable. 

Bridging NewcastleGateshead Intervention Areas
1. North Central
2. Scotswood & Benwell
3. Elswick & Discovery
4. Dunston
5. Teams
6. Bensham & Saltwell
7. Deckham
8. Felling Bypass Corridor
9. Walker Riverside
10. Byker & Ouseburn

Through a baseline review, mapping
where different sectors of the creative
industry live and work and examining
the current and likely future profiles of the
neighbourhoods where clusters occur,
key findings have emerged, including:
• Favourite BNG areas are Ouseburn
and Arthur’s Hill in Newcastle, and
Bensham and Saltwell in Gateshead.
• Areas with potential to attract creative
people to the BNG area are Byker,
Saltwell through to Gateshead Quayside
and Baltic, and Scotswood Expo
(North Benwell in time).
• Old properties with character are
popular (65%) as are areas which are
culturally diverse and have cafes and
bars close by.
• Over 80% of respondents are
interested in self build.
• Around 40% needed to live and work
in the same property and more than
half believe NewcastleGateshead needs
more live work space.

Following a stakeholder event
to discuss the findings, a number
of actions will be progressed by
BNG, Newcastle City and Gateshead
Councils, and other partners over the
next few years. These will include:
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Artists as 
pioneers for 
regeneration
During the last year BNG*,
has been investigating how
it can create opportunities
to make its housing offer
more attractive to those
taking up work in the
growth sectors of the
economy. This has included
work on the potential to
attract creative and cultural
practitioners (CCPs) to live
in parts of BNG.

Byker Ouseburn Develop projects to
build on the large concentration of CCPs in
Ouseburn and the unrealised international
standing of the Erskine Byker estate.
Newcastle’s West End Increase
involvement of CCPs in the Expo including
promotion of a possible Expo Fringe.
Gateshead Develop the 'Cultural
Corridor' running from the Gateshead
Quays to Saltwell Park. 
Market testing of interest in self-build
(including renovation) and live work for
specific locations considered to have potential.

If you are interested in helping
Bridging NewcastleGateshead take the
above actions forward, have any other
ideas that will help to attract creative
people to the heart of Tyneside, or would
like more information about this study,
then please contact Karen Anderson,
Head of Research and Strategy on
telephone 0191 277 2663 or by email at
karen.anderson@bridgingng.org.uk. 

Between March this year and
the beginning of April 2008,
over £85million of investment
is planned in the Bridging
NewcastleGateshead (BNG)
area, linked to the Housing
Market Renewal (HMR)
programme. BNG will invest
over £40million to improve
housing conditions across
parts of NewcastleGateshead,
with around £45million by
other partners.

Some of this money will
help to improve the quality
and design of over 360 new
homes, with a significant
number being developed in
the Walker Riverside area of
Newcastle. In addition, work is
already underway with public
and private sector partners to

develop innovative solutions to house
building in Gateshead. The next
edition of 360º will set out the
intentions for the procurement of
development partners.

Around 280 properties will be
demolished in 2006-08, following
on from 1,302 in 2003-06. This
will remove unpopular, poor quality
housing and make land available for
good quality, attractive housing on a
scale to improve the perceptions of
our places so more people want to
live here.

Nearly 1,500 homes will be
improved in 2006-08. This will take
place in more stable areas where
the existing housing stock needs
improving. BNG and its partners are
working very hard with residents to
ensure this work takes place with
minimum impact on residents. This
kind of work is particularly important
on gateways, to improve first
impressions of neighbourhoods.
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. Between March and September

2007, 10 areas will be considered
in terms of:
• The vision for each area and its
role in Bridging NewcastleGateshead,
and beyond
• How local housing markets have
changed since 2003 and how they
are performing now 
• What has been achieved so far in this
transitional stage of the programme
• BNG’s potential interventions and what
other work is proposed for each area that
will help to underpin our investment
• Potential target markets, place
making and community engagement
• Governance, delivery and delivery
arrangements including developer
procurement, Special Purpose Vehicles,
Compulsory Purchase Orders and risk
management.

As well as helping BNG to better
express the story of change for different
areas, this work will identify the potential
for further partnership working, the
theme of the next issue of 360º.

If you want to know more please
contact Karen Anderson, Head of
Research and Strategy on telephone
0191 277 2663 or by email at
karen.anderson@bridgingng.org.uk 

Top: The Arts scene in Ouseburn
Above: Diverse cultures in Arthur’s Hill

Map showing location of Art Sector
in NewcastleGateshead

* BNG, together with the Arts Council, One NorthEast, Gateshead and Newcastle councils delivered this study.
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forefront of inspirational regeneration. The
Expo will bring lasting transformation to a
historic community in a way that will
change how the area is perceived
forever.” 

In 2010, Scotswood is set to
welcome thousands of national and
international visitors to the Expo,
attracted by a series of events and
cultural programmes that will take place.
These events will stress the commitment
of bringing forward international ideas
and approaches to urban living,
achieving the best standards of
neighbourhood planning and design. The
Expo will be designed to appeal to both

the general public and regeneration
professionals. Partners are keen to
stress that the long-term benefits of
the Expo will last long beyond 2010,
as Marie Fallon explained:

“The events in 2010 are just a small
part of what the Expo is all about. Its
long-term legacy will be a completely
rejuvenated neighbourhood, with up to
1,800 new homes and an increased
population.”

It is envisaged that the entire Expo
project will be completed by 2018, with
total private and public investment valued
around £300million. For more information
contact alan.sears@newcastle.gov.uk

Key Milestones

January 2007
Newcastle City Council approves the
procurement of a development partner

March 2007 
Outline planning application
submitted to Newcastle City Council

January 2008
Selection of development partner

June 2008
Commence construction of the
new homes

Summer 2010
Hosting of the Expo Festival

Main Feature

The
Renaissance
Movement:
Scotswood

Expo Link Before Expo Link After

Scotswood Expo area

Unemployment, dilapidated housing,
rising crime and a poor reputation are all
characteristics that have been associated
with Scotswood in Newcastle’s West
End in recent years. This once thriving
community has become infamous for
all the wrong reasons, marked out as
an undesirable place to live. But this
perception is set to change drastically
when the UK’s very first housing Expo
transforms the area, putting Scotswood
firmly on the map regionally, nationally
and even internationally. 

Set to take place in 2010, the
Scotswood Expo will centre on the theme
of ‘Renaissance of the Urban
Neighbourhood’ and will showcase the
best approaches to urban living. It will
provide a catalyst for regenerating
Scotswood, with around 400 new
dwellings built for the Expo and a further
1,400 homes planned to be built 
post-Expo. The Expo is integral to the
regeneration of the West End of Newcastle
as Marie Fallon, Newcastle City Council’s
Director of Regeneration, explained:

“Three years ago, a study was
carried out that identified the key aims
for holding an Expo in Newcastle. The
objectives included bringing new housing

into the West End of the city, generating
new sustainable market values and
attracting new housing designs to
improve the West End and city profile.

“These objectives became our vision
for the Expo, and the Expo became
central to the overarching approach
to regenerating the West End.”

To firm up exactly how this vision will
translate into reality, a masterplan has
been drawn up by design consultants
Urban Initiatives. The content of the
masterplan underlines exactly why the
Expo partners are keen to emphasise
that it is about more than just housing.
In addition to the high quality housing, the
plan also allows for new retail, commercial
and community facilities. Some specific
characteristics of the masterplan include:

• The neighbourhood centre –
development of a ‘high street’ with
a new neighbourhood square
• The Expo Link – a new north-south
connection which will be the primary
focus of the Expo event, demonstrating
high-end design and architecture
• Sustainability Index – bespoke targets
are being established to ensure high
environmental standards and build

specifications aiming to create a ‘near-
neutral’ carbon development advancing
the Government’s new Code for
Sustainable Homes.

The masterplan has been the subject
of extensive consultation, including
formal consideration by CABE’s Design
Review Panel in 2006. The Panel
acknowledged an exceptional level of
ambition evident in the project, in the
context of the national HMR pathfinder
programme. The commitment of both
Newcastle City Council and Bridging
NewcastleGateshead (BNG) to bring
forward such a project was also applauded.

Both the City Council and BNG have
demonstrated their commitment to the
Expo and it is clear that this is a flagship
initiative for both organisations. The City
Council has assembled the majority of the
site and in January of this year, its
Executive gave approval to commence
the procurement of a development
partner to deliver the scheme.

BNG’s Director Anne Mulroy explained
why the Expo is so important to the HMR
programme in NewcastleGateshead:

“This is an exciting, innovative and
creative project which is a first for this
country, putting Scotswood at the

Set to take 
place in 2010, 
the Scotswood
Expo will centre
on the theme 
of ‘Renaissance 
of the Urban
Neighbourhood’
and will showcase
the best
approaches to
urban living.
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In depth

Innovation in design is a key element of the BNG
approach to creating great places to live. Through
meeting design standards such as EcoHomes and
Lifetime Homes, using environmental and sustainable
technologies, and by following modern methods
of construction, sustainable, attractive homes are
being constructed. 
Here is an overview 
of three schemes in 
the BNG area which 
are innovative in design:

Cruddas 
Park 
Cruddas Park, a famous sight on
the Newcastle skyline, is set to
be transformed to create a more
sustainable community.
• The regeneration of Cruddas Park
will take around five years to complete
• The overall aim is to support the
creation of a landmark community
which is sustainable in social,
environmental and economic terms
• A range of environmental and
sustainable technologies to make the
homes energy efficient will be used
• Improvements will be made to the
wide areas of open space, ensuring
a sustainable environment which
complements the regeneration
of the tower blocks
• The tower blocks will be refurbished
and low-rise housing will be developed
• Smaller 1 bedroom units will be
converted into bigger, more popular
homes
• The local shopping centre will
be revitalised through working
with a private developer
• The regeneration is being led
by a partnership of Your Homes
Newcastle, Newcastle City Council,
Bridging NewcastleGateshead and
Newcastle New Deal for Communities
• Contact stuart.bagnall@yhn.org.uk

Boklok
A first for the UK, Boklok is a radical
new concept that will bring affordable
timber framed houses and flats close
to Gateshead town centre.
• 117 Scandinavian-style, timber-framed
houses and flats to be built close to
Gateshead town centre within the St
James area
• Flats have a flexible open-plan layout
with high ceilings and large windows
giving a light, airy and contemporary feel
• Aimed at households earning between
£12,500 and £30,000 a year
• Homes will be offered on a shared-
ownership, below market rent or outright
sale basis
• Design pioneered by Swedish
construction company Skanska in
partnership with Ikea, the homes will be
developed by Live Smart @ Home
(part of Home Group)
• Visit www.livesmarthome.com

McCutcheon
Court
As part of the exciting Walker
Riverside project, McCutcheon Court
will be the site of a number of new
homes which will meet high
environmental standards.
• A total of 107 new homes will be built
on the site
• All of the homes will be developed
to a minimum of EcoHomes standard
'very good' and work is ongoing to
incorporate renewable energy technology
into the scheme
• Homes will be built via Modern Methods
of Construction to incorporate Lifetime
Homes Standards
• Homes will also be in compliance with
the Design Code agreed for the area,
ensuring a high quality, sustainable,
urban environment 
• Homes will include a range of 2, 3
and 4 bedroom houses and 2 bedroom
apartments. 72 will be available for sale,
15 for rent and 20 for HomeBuy
(low cost home ownership)
• This will be one of the first ‘for sale’
developments in Walker Riverside 
• Work is currently underway on phase
one which includes 68 properties
• All of the units are being developed
by Places for People, contact
peter.aviston@placesforpeople.co.uk

Innovation
in design:
a snapshot
of schemes

Bok
lok

McCutcheon 
Court

Cruddas Park
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The Questions

JimCoulter
Former Chief Executive 
of the National Housing
Federation, Jim Coulter
has been Chair of Bridging
NewcastleGateshead
since December 2005.
The North East native,
who leads on housing 
and regeneration on the
Audit Commission’s board,
describes his long-term
vision for Bridging
NewcastleGateshead 
and why he thinks HMR 
is the right solution for
halting urban decay 
and population drift.

Get in touch

∑

Q. What do you believe will be the 
long-term legacy of HMR? With
house prices rising as they are, will
we not need another such initiative
in another 20, 30 or 40 years time?
A. Markets will fluctuate over time but
the extreme conditions we have seen in
HMR areas are a product of the lack of a
comprehensive approach. In future, local
government, with greater responsibilities for
securing quality of place should be better
positioned to ensure we avoid market
collapse of the kind we saw in the 1990s.
But it will require consistent effort as we
move forward to achieve more balance
in housing markets to ensure we have
places where people want to live, with all
the facilities such as good schools and
transport, shopping and leisure to enable
them to do so.

Q. This issue of 360º has focused on
innovation and the creative ways in
which BNG and its partners are
working. What innovations do you
think we will have seen in housing
over the next 10 years?
A. My ambition is that we see more
quality in housing provision – better
design, higher standards, fuel efficiency
and better connection to local facilities 
and services

Q. And finally…what is your vision
for the BNG area?
A. Our strapline says it all… a great place
to live…. And to work and learn in an
ever changing society.

Q. HMR is not without its critics, with
many arguing that it is too demolition
- focused. What do you think has
been the biggest success of the HMR
programme to date both nationally
and within NewcastleGateshead?
A. Demolition is a red herring and there
has been far less nationally and locally
than the press has reported. The real
achievement of the HMR programme is
to focus resources on what is required to
make places successful in the long-term,
blending together meeting the needs of
existing communities and seeking to
bring back population lost over the last
20 plus years.

Q. And what challenges remain?
A. We’re really only just beginning to see
the fruits of the preparatory work of the
last three years, so the real challenge is
to ensure we sustain the concentration
of investment and community action to
secure sustainable results.

Q. The HMR programme is focused 
on very specific areas but what 
about the bigger picture? In
NewcastleGateshead, how is 
HMR benefiting the wider 
community outside the BNG area?
A. HMR fits well with the regional strategies
for housing, planning and economic
growth, so it is part of a programme
of change of benefit to the wider area.

Q. Last year, the pathfinder chairs
published a report which made the
HMR case in advance of the
Comprehensive Spending Review.
What do the pathfinders need from
the Government to make the HMR
programme a continued success?
A. Our report was entitled Transition to
Transformation and that precisely reflects
both the description of many places
previously in decline and the ambitions
for the future. We need government, and
politicians generally, to take a long-term
view and provide both continuing policy
support but, critically, the public funding
to invest and attract more private funds
and complete the task over the next 
eight to ten years.

If you would like more information about any of the stories featured in this
edition of 360º, or if you would like to give feedback on any of the items in
this newsletter, email michelle.playford@bridgingng.org.uk

Have YOUR say in The Questions
If you would like to feature in The
Questions, or would like to suggest 
a possible interviewee, 
please contact Michelle Playford 
at Bridging NewcastleGateshead 
on 0191 277 2665 or email
michelle.playford@bridgingng.org.uk
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