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Past the Barrage

PROVIDING JOBS

FOR THE FUTURE

Fourteen young people have the chance of
a bright future thanks to City Challenge’s
support of the Teesside Manufacturing
Challenge, and their provision of
sponsorship for a four-year programme of
engineering training.

The programme is promoted by Teesside
Tomorrow and based at the Engineering
Training Authority’s Centre in Billingham,
where the trainees will be employed by local
businesses and trained as apprentices in
engineering craft and technical skills.

Jan Sinclair adds, “A prime objective of
City Challenge is to improve skills and open
employment opportunities. For several
years small companies haven’t been able to
meet the high costs of engineering training.
After four years, the trainees will have
nationally recognised qualifications and the
Manufacturing Challenge will benefit local
employees and the youth of Stockton.”

Richard Fawcett explained that the full cost

of the four-year apprenticeship is £27,000
per trainee. The Manufacturing Challenge
aims to help local employers by providing
over half of this amount from City
Challenge, Task Force, and Teeside TEC
funding. The remaining costs are met by
employers.
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Apprentices at work on Teesside

Stockton Council Leader, Clir Bob Gibson,
added the Local Authority’s endorsement
to the scheme. “I think this is one of
the best schemes to have come out
of City Challenge. These are proper
apprenticeships, with proper skills and
training and a proper wage. It is wonderful
that so many companies in the Billingham,
Stockton and Thornaby areas have come
forward to join in the scheme and T am very
keen that talks into securing the scheme’s

The project includes a tourism and
heritage centre, celebrating the birthplace
of the Stockton and Darlington Railway,
Stockton’s Medieval Castle and Captain
Cook heritage. It will also promote the
better use of the River Tees for recreation
and leisure purposes, made possible by the
construction of the River Tees Barrage.

City Challenge has “kick started” the
initiative by putting up £500,000 towards
the construction and fitting out of a full-
scale replica of Captain Cook’s Barque
Endeavour, which arrived at Castlegate
Quay on 21st September, proudly dressed
overall in City Challenge colours.

Endeavour has been built by a local
workforce on the Tees at AVECO, and
will be fitted out at Castlegate Quay in the
next '18 months by trainees from the City
Challenge area, working with local
tradesmen. It represents the collier ships
built extensively on the Tees and used in
the early days of the Stockton and
Darlington railway to receive coal from
trucks at this precise location. When
finished, it will provide:

@ A static sailing training “mother ship”
for use by youth groups, offering
residential courses for up to 40 young
people.

@ A visitor centre for paying tourists.

long term future begin as soon as possible.”
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@ A place for corporate entertainment and
a base for river trips.
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John Sefton, City Challenge Chairman
said, “By investing £500,000 in the
replica and its surrounding quayside
development, City Challenge will help to
provide a fascinating attraction on the
River Tees. In creating an echo of the
region’s great past, we are signalling the
start of a multi-million pound programme
for Stockton which brings the prospect of
a new future to thousands of local people.

“We’re proud to launch our City
Challenge programme with a real flagship
project.”

The Endeavour project is being managed
by the Castlegate Quay Trust, set up by
Mr J E Atkinson, a local builders’
merchant. Mr. Atkinson said, “Although
this project is a celebration of Stockton’s
illustrious past, its prime aim is to pave the
way for the future. It will become a
national training school for all types of
water activities. One of our key aims is to
develop leadership and initiative skills in
boys and girls from the area.

“City Challenge has provided the
momentum - and some of the finance - to
float the project. It would have been
impossible without the help of the City
Challenge team and the many others who
have helped us to put the plans together.”

The Leader of Stockton Council, Cllr
Bob Gibson, said he was delighted that
City Challenge was under way after
months of preparation. He believes that
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Fitting out at Castlegate Quay

NDEAVOUR ARRIVES

AT CASTLEGATE QUAY

Restoration of Stockton’s Castlegate Quay is one of the most exciting projects in the town’s £150 million
City Challenge programme. It aims to create a vivevside attvaction of vegional significance which,
combined with investment in the High Stveet, will put the lifeblood back into the town. It is based on a
parvtnership between City Challenge, local businesses, youth groups, Teesside Training and Entevprise
Council and the Teesside Development Corporvation at an overall cost of move than £5 million.

the Castlegate Quay project will have an
enormous impact on Stockton and
complement the many schemes which are
transforming the river.

“This is an excellent project and will be
a huge asset for the Borough. As she is
fitted out, local people will be able to
watch the ship taking shape at her
moorings. It will be a tremendous
attraction and bring a great many people
into an area of the town which is close to
the High Street.

“The training element is particularly
important and I think the ship’s name,
“Endeavour,” is a very fitting name for the
first City Challenge scheme.”

Cook enthusiasts from Sweden, Canada
and Ireland have already visited
Endeavour. One of the group, Ron Thiel
from Victoria, Canada, announced:
“Endeavour will be a centre for the
international Caprain Cook Study Group
in the future. This is a marvellous
project.”

Alwyn Peel, the group’s secretary, said:
“This exciting development in building a
full-scale replica of Endeavour will soon be
known throughout the world, when it will
be highlighted in our quarterly circular,
“Cook’s Log,” which circulates in 15
different countries. There is no doubt
that this will attract international
attention.”

AUTUMN 1993

AHEAD FOR
STOCKTON

TOWER BLOCKS

MODERNISATION

A £7.5 million housing scheme to
transform two Stockton tower blocks is
starting in October with the backing of
£2.5m funding from Stockton City
Challenge. The scheme will modernise
and increase security at 262 flats in
Hume and Nolan tower blocks in the
Queens Park estate. It is being funded
mainly through Stockton Council’s
Housing Investment Programme.
Tenants have worked closcly with
Stockton Council to put together the
refurbishment plans which will give cach
flat new kitchens, bathrooms, heating
and wiring,.

The improvements will include
communal facilities and closed circuit
television with a 24-hour concierge.
“Council staff have been excellent,
especially the local housing officers who
have consulted us every step of the way. |
am looking forward to returning to the
newly refurbished flats,” says Residents
Group member, Lauric Aston.

The modernisation of the tower blocks
is one of the schemes in the City
Challenge objective to regenerate the
Queens Park area of Stockton. City
Challenge Chairman, John Sefton, was
delighted with the project. “This flagship
scheme shows what can be achieved
when residents, the Council and City
Challenge Partnership Board work
together. This project will make a
contribution to the regeneration of the
Queens Park area and bring an improved
quality of life to residents,” he said.
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Good news for
Stockton Station

See plans for the

new Riverside
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CITY CHALLENGE
PROGRESS

In 1992, Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council submitted a
bid for City Challenge funding.
The bid programmes were drawn
together by a team of representatives
from the community, industry,
commerce and the local
authorities. We are proud of the
fact that our bid was one of the
20 successful bids out of the 60
submitted, and Stockton City
Challenge was awarded £37.5
million of government money,
at a rate of £7.5 million for
the next 5 years. This is an
enormous opportunity for the
regeneration of Stockton!
Programmes which include
housing improvements, training,
development of job opportunities,
environmental improvements,
reclaiming derelict land and
buildings, supporting local
businesses, and reducing crime
and vandalism have been drawn

up.

The whole basis of City
Challenge is to develop mutually
beneficial partnerships; in this
way the £37.5 million of
government money will be
increased to give a total
investment of about £150
million. So how are we getting
on? In the first 30 weeks, since
April 1993, 66 projects worth
over £8 million have been
approved, and £1 million spent.
Strong links have been made
with other agencies, including
Stockton and Thornaby Task
Force. Two consultative forums,
the Community Forum and the
Town Centre Forum, are
in operation and five City
Challenge panels have been set

up.

This newsletter is intended to
help you to keep up to date
with the progress on our
programmes since we became
operational. We plan to issue it
3 or 4 times a year, so that you
can continue to follow our
progress. We hope that you will
find it useful and informative,
and that you enjoy reading it.

The City Challenge Team
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Linda Dawson 1is the new
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
for the City Challenge Area. Stockton
Borough Council and Stockton Police
have a target that everyone in the
Borough will be covered by a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the
next five years.

There are already 650 schemes in
operation. Ian Senior, the Project
Officer at Stockton Borough Council
notes, “Current figures show an urgent
need for further Neighbourhood
Watch Schemes in the Challenge Area.
This will play a major part in involving
the local communities in working
together to reduce the crime levels.”
Linda will work with Stockton Police
and Stockton’s Crime Prevention Panel
to establish, co-ordinate and support
Watch Schemes throughout the City
Challenge Area.

Newsletters will be produced and an
“answerphone” system will give

SAVING FURNITURE -
MAKING JOBS

26-year-old-Norman Pitt from Stockton
couldn’t believe his luck when he landed a
job as a driver on the FRADE project. After
being unemployed for nine years, he felt
worthless and had nothing to look forward
to, but according to Norman, “That has
changed and life looks good, all of a
sudden.” All this has come about through
FRADE, Furniture Reclamation and
Delivery Enterprise, who have teamed up
with Stockton Home Safety Association to
provide the Community Recycling and
Home Safety Scheme, using money from
City Challenge. FRADE receives donations
of furniture from individuals and business
when they no longer need it, and gives it to
families in need in the area.

FRADE check thoroughly all the items and
educates its recipients in how to avoid and
deal with the dangers of fire, and issues
smoke alarms with all pieces of furniture.
Thanks to this scheme, many people have
benefited either through receiving furniture
or, like Norman Pitt, through finding a job.
FRADE also provide a loan scheme for
childcare safety equipment like stair gates,
and gives advice on all aspects of home
safety. Some electrical equipment is also
supplied, after a thorough check by an
independent qualified electrician.

FRADE - furniture for the needy
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up-to-date news on relevant
issues and developments. She says,
“Neighbourhood Watch has benefits in
reducing crime in the Challenge Area,
and also in the community spirit the
Scheme creates. By 1998, all 8,000
houses in the Area will be covered by a
scheme. Anyone wanting information
can contact me on Stockton 302355.”
The total cost of the scheme is

£125,000 over 5 years, with £77,000
coming from City Challenge and
£48,000 from the Police and private
sector.

Helping the disabled in the High Strect

TOWN CENTRE
OPENS ITS DOORS

TO WHEELCHAIR
USERS

In the first project of its kind in the North
East, Stockton Town Centre will become
casily accessible to people with restricted
mobility with the provision of a wheelchair
escort service and a powered vehicle hiring
facility. The free escort service will be
manned by volunteers and trainees.
Shopmobility Manager, Angela Mazetti
said, “Thanks to City Challenge and the
High Street pedestrianisation scheme,
Stockton Town Centre is now being
opened up to hundreds of people
throughout the region who previously only
had a limited opportunity for shopping.”
The Service, which will be used by an
estimated 200 people a week, will be
promoted by a high profile publicity
campaign involving sponsorship through
advertising, leaflets and posters on vehicles.

Dave Adams says the scheme also caters for
people who are permanently house-bound
by offering a home visiting shopping
service. CEDEMP, the charitable
organisation which works with people with
disabilities, has an excellent reputation of
expertise in this field, and will oversee the
running of the project.

INNER CITIES
STOCKTON CI

Sir George Young, Minister for Innev Cities, Housing

new location in 11 Silver Street. Siv Geovge was welcor

Board, Councillor Bob Gibson, the Vice Chairman, ax.
City Challenge Manager, and his team, briefed Siv Ge

In particular, City Challenge’s
developments in education and
training initiatives, and community
developments, with its strong
dependence on partnership, were
stressed, as well as progress on
physical regeneration projects. Sir
George then visited a number of
major projects in the Challenge Area.

He shown High Street
pedestrianisation, part of the £45m
regeneration programme, followed
by a visit to Stockton Railway
Station, where a 40-unit sheltered
housing scheme for the elderly, and
landscaping of the platforms, is
proceeding. Sir George also saw

was

City Challenge com:

other regeneration schemes in t
Queens Park area,
regeneration of Hume and Nol:
Houses, and the site for tl
industrial development ar
Community Park in Primrose Hill.

housir

Finally, James Atkinson welcomq
Sir George to Castlegate Quay, ai
described plans and progress on tl
building of the replica of Endeavot
and future plans for the Riversi
Heritage Centre.

Sir George viewed the promotion
video for this exciting project fi
Stockton and heard about the pla
for developing sponsorshi
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